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The Man Born Lame 
(Acts 3 : 2) 


By Roy Temple House 


AILY they laid him at the temple gate 
Which is called Beautiful, to gather alms. 


And lying shrunk and broken, he complained: 
*« They call it Beautiful, and enter it 

To praise a God of Beauty; but these eyes 
Mave found no beauty in it!” 


Then came John 
And Peter, with their message; and the lame 
Went with them, walking, leaping, praising God,— 
‘* Ah, now the gate is beautiful!’’ he cried. 
And like the lame man (for my life was dark 
And bitter), I have halted at the gate 
And wondered dully why they called it so; 
But since the name of Jesus lifted me 
I have gone in to praise Him, and have found 
The way more fair than my poor words can tell, 











Ordaining a Korean Leper 

Christian service should not stop short of the 
unshrinking touch. Make the outreach of a helping 
hand meet the limit of human need. A letter from 
a Southern Presbyterian missionary in Korea, the 
Rev. Robert K. Coit, of Soonchun, to The Sunday 
School Times contains this striking statement, “We 
have many lepers at Kwangju, and this part of 
Korea. Several of our churches have leper mem- 
bers. Last Sunday I ordained a rich leper as elder 
of a large group of believers. In laying on hands I 
trusted the Lord, and went ahead.” That was Christ- 
like. “Behold there came a leper . . . and Jesus put 
forth his hand and touched him” (Matt. 8:2, 3). 
That was not the only leper He ever touched. His 
touch upon us has saved us from sin’s leprosy. Are 
we repaying him by putting forth our hands in a 
leper-reaching touch? Would you shelter a repentant 


fallen girl in your home? Would you mane your 
arms around a reeling drunkard in the slums, -and 
tell him Ghrist had a new life for him? God forbid 
that counting gold or spading in the fields of toil 
should fill our hands too full to touch the leper-need 
of a sinful world. 


yaa 
The Best Team Work 


When we have lost our most needed friend and co- 
worker, what shall we do? A missionary who had 
found himself hardly able to cope with the loneli- 
ness of his work in the foreign field was graciously 
blessed_of God in another missienary co-worker who 
was sent to be with him. For six years the two 
labored together ; then that co-worker was taken to be 
with the Lord. “Feeling more than ever that it was 
not good for man to.be alone,” he was wondering 
what was the Master’s provision for him, when the 
thought came that perhaps God was calling Him to 
His highest ideal of team service: “alone with Him- 
self, and saying, Take my yoke; ceme ifto harness 
with me-alone; I can be sufficient for you, and will 
give comfort, rest, and perfect service.” Surely this 
is Christ’s highest ideal of “team work”; for alone 
with Him we are never alone. 
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Is Your Prayer List Card-Indexed? 


Haphazard praying is a‘sin. It is a sign of a 
slipshod Christian, System is as valuable in praying 
as in giving—and the Sunday-school lesson inter- 
preters in this issue emphasize the importance of 
that. An Editorial Note in The Sunday School 
Times of August 18, 1917, under the title, “Do You 
Specify as You Pray?” mentioned some wonderful 
intercessors, among them General Director D. E. 
Hoste, of the China Inland Mission, who held in his 
remarkable memory—in order to pray for them—the 
very names of one thousand missionaries, scattered 
over two hundred stations. But an intercessor who 
does not’ even trust to his memory is Ding Lee Mei, 
the “Moody of China.” Even Paul, who prayed un- 


who would break a child’s will is unfit to be 

a parent. Yet there are poor, mistaken pa- 
rents who deem it their duty to break the wills of 
their children, as preliminary to a good education; 
and there are cruel-hearted parents who are deter- 
mined ‘to break the wills of their children simply as a 
matter of brute force.” 

These were the opening sentences of a masterly 
editorial note written by Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, 
former Editor of The Sunday School Times, in its 
issue of March 26, 1892. The comment was sug- 
gested by the trial for murder of a Mrs. Montagu, of 

reland, whose child’s neck was broken in the 
mother’s attempt to break its will. With a keen sar- 
casm Dr. Trumbull goes on to say that the neck- 
breaking in this instance was really a minor matter, 
for “if the child had lived with a whole neck and a 
broken will, it would have been a. sufferer all its life 
from its mother’s folly and crime.” 

Issue was taken by several readers of The Sunday 
School .Times with this statement of the Editor, 
who met the issue squarely in a two-column Note on 
Open Letters in an argument of which this paragraph 
is the gist: “Will-training is an important part ef 
child-training, but will-breaking has no place in -child- 
training ; and the parent who wills to break his child’s 
will, has a will that has never been trained in the 
light of God’s will for parent and child.” 

If you were a father-or mother attending a parent- 
training class, and these statements of Dr. Trumbull 
were to be quoted, what position would you take in 
regard to them? If you were the teacher of a 
parent-training class, what would you. say to the 
parent who asked concerning the-correctness of his 
position? And yet it is one of the most vital prin- 


A sete wot will is a broken bow. The parent 


ceasingly for the flocks at Rome and Ephesus, and 
elsewhere, might have envied this Chinese evan- 
gelist’s prayer record. One who has traveled much 
with him thus writes: “The little time we spent in 
Chinese inns for rest was put to its proper use. While 
he was lying on the kang (Chinese bed) for rest, I 
saw him take out his little prayer-book of over 7,000 
names. Mine was 6,666. He had the names classi- 
fied in groups; such as pastors, ph sicians, teachers, 
business men, farmers, etc. While ying on the kang 
he was having fellowship with God fn the act of 
presenting some of these personally to him.” If we 
should pray by card-index for the little groups that 
we are interested in, we would get big results from 


God. 
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Losing Crowns 


Crowns’ are falling everywhere to-day. How 
many can we count since the beginning of the world 
war? The Sultan of Turkey, the King of Greece, an 
Emperor of China in that country’s unrestful game 
of battledore and shuttlecock between monarchy and 
democracy. Sometimes the loss of the head goes with 
the loss of the crown. What a pitiful story that was 
in the newspapers recently of the death” of the de- 
posed Czar of Russia—tfalling in abject fear so that 
he. had to be propped up against the post of execu- 
tion, and trying to find a voice of protest at the mo- 
ment the rifles spoke! But earth’s diplomatic con- 
spiracies are not the only ones which hatch dethrone- 
ments. Hell has its secret agents at work. Jesus 
through John warns against them in that message to 
the church at Philadelphia: “Hold fast that which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” The Sun- 
day- school lesson in this issue, “Christian Giving,” 
brings up the subject of gaining rewards, and the 
lesson for September 8, “Conquering Evil,” suggests 
how to hold them. There are seven crowns, it is 
said, promised in the New Testament. It is possible 
to lose some, even all of them, at the Coronation day. 
Can you claim with confidence, like Paul, “There is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
ee the righteous judge, shall give to me at that 

ay’? 


} 


Parent-Training at the Buffalo Convention 


ciples involved in the training of a child. Think 
back a moment and see if you do not recall some life 
ruined or mutilated—made incapable of initiative and 
weakened in self-confidence—by the Kaiserism of a 
despotic parent? ; 

True enough it is that the country is not suffering 
from too much of just this kind of failure in child- 
training. The failure of parents to specialize in pa- 
renthood in a day when the specialist is to the fore 
has been appalling. The sin has been one of laxness 
in maintaining parenta! discipline. 

Conditions to-day are very much such as were 
warned against by a faithful old writer of earlier 
days, the late James Inglis, in “Waymarks in the 
Wilderness,” a magazine he published half a century 
ago. A statement he made in 1864 reads like proph- 
ecy; and it was. He said 

“There will be government and mastery somewhere 
in the family, and if those into whose hands God has 
committed authority fail to use it properly, it will be 
usurped by those who ought to be subject to it. 
Most pitiable it is to see parents ruled by their chil- 
dren; and the unnatural inversion of the divine order 
brings a fearful retribution on the heads of both of 
the guilty parties... The disastrous consequences to 
society may not so speedily appear, but they are not 
less sure. 

“The lingering: influence of the strict training of 
Puritan families has thus far proved the strength and 
safety of this nation. But it cannot be concealed that 
this influence is well-nigh effaced; and the insubordi- 
nation, irreverence, insolence, and wilfulness of youth, 
which are the proper fruits of the abandonment of 
parental government, cast their darkened shadow over 
the future of America. 

“Unless family government can be resumed on 
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Scriptural Dee gr it will be in vain the Constitu- 
tion is vindicated, the forms of free institutions pre- 
served, and the vast natural resources of the country 
developed by the enterprise of the people. They can- 
not escape the judgment of God.” 

The training of children has been committed en- 
tirely too completely to somebody else. It is a 
very prevalent trait of human nature to “let George 
do it.” American parenthood has suffered from this 
tendency. Parents have “let George do it,” the Sun- 
day-school, the pastor, or somebody or some school 
or some institution, being “George.” A writer de- 
scribing conditions in the West in an article entitled 
“Peter Stood and Warmed Himself,” in the April 
Atlantic Monthly, was championing the cause of the 
faithful but underpaid preacher. He said: 

“While you, half parent, were foozling that drive on 
the golf course, of a Sunday, or washing your car, or 
devouring the Sunday paper, in utter oblivion of the 
fact that you are a rank slacker and a parasite feed- 
ing upon the constructive work Of other men, and 
belittling their work so that you might take a min- 
ute’s comfort to your own beggarly soul, the clergy 
are taking the other half of your parental duty and 
are trying to teach your children a few principles 
which may later make you take a false pride in the 
kind of boy or girl you assume that you have 
brought up.” 

It is to be feared that, while this may be a true pic- 
ture in the writer’s section, few parents can take even 
this false pride in children who are the victims of 
such serious home neglect. The help children receive 
from the Sunday-school or the pastor, or both to- 
_ gether, is something to thank God for. But if this 
teaching of half an hour or an hour a week is not 
reinforced by home instruction these children have 
in no real sense been “brought up.” 

The big family of Sunday School Times readers 
ought to pray that God would especially bless the 
efforts of the International Sunday School Conven- 
tion, held at Buffalo from June 19 to 25, to lead 
parents to specialize in parenthood, to resume 
family government on Scriptural principles. That 
Convention placed a new emphasis on parent-training. 
The first conference ever devoted solely to that sub- 
ject at an International Sunday-school Convention 
was held then. It was the declaration of speakers 
there, in sectional conferences and at the larger meet- 
ings, that parent-training must have in the future of 
organized Sunday-school work a development similar 
to that which teacher-training has had in the past 
fifty years. 

Parent-training was in the very atmosphere of the 
Convention. It seemed to be a God-directed coinci- 
dence that so many of the platform speakers not ad- 
dressing themselves directly to parent-training never- 
theless rang it in. Miss Margaret Slattery, for in- 
stance, was pleading for youths who had not come 
out from the fold-shelter of a Christian home. 

Often daring n her statements, as well as in their 
phraseology, she told the women of the audience that 
perhaps they were eminently respectable because they 
had never been subject to the same temptations that 
environed the Prodigal Daughter. “As I hold a six- 
weeks’ old baby in my arms,” she said to the men, 
“TI sometimes envy you parents.’ Then with her next 
breath she was uttering an almost savage rebuke— 
“How dare you, in your incompetency, in your in- 
difference, in your unworthiness, in your physical, 
mental, and spiritual unpreparedness, bring into this 
world a little Life—a soul that will never, never die?” 

Mention has been made, too, in The Sunday School 
Times’ reports of the phenomenal record—alas, that 
it is that—of Pictou County, Nova Scotia, which, 
largely as the result of proper home training, has sent 
out in the last century more than three hundred 
ministers and missionaries. This statement was made 
by the Rev. William A. Ross, General Secretary of 
the New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island Sun- 
day School Association of Canada; and W. C. Pearce, 
Field Superintendent of the International Association, 
who was constantly telling the Convention stories of 
the fine Christian home he evidently came out of, was 
quick to seize upon it. 

Home training enriches the world with good work- 
men in every vocation in life, as well as the ministry. 
“Pictonians at Home and Abroad” is the title of a 
book by one of its noble sons, the Rev. John P. 
MacPhie, M.A., pastor of the Presbyterian Church at 
Morenci, Ariz. (To be had from the Pinkham Press, 
Boston, Mass.) In it is noted the fact that besides 
the three hundred ministers, this county has in the 
past century cradled two hundred doctors, seventy 
lawyers, forty professors, twerfty-six missionaries, 
eight college principals, four judges, two governors 
of Provinces, two premiers, and a host of captains 
of industry and other successful business men. 

One of the parent-training conferences was sched- 
uled to be held in a small committee room in Asbury- 
Delaware Methodist Episcopal Church, but it was 
soon full and people were standing up all around the 
wal!. It was necessary to adjourn to the Sunday- 
school room of the church, and this was well filled 
by parents and teachers who wished to learn of pa- 
rent-training plans. 

“There are-three questions that the home and not 
the church must settle in the training of children,” 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“ Blessed be the Lord, who daily beareth 
our burden, 





Even the God who is our salvation. 
God is unto us a God of deliverances. 
(Psalm 68 : 19,20.) 





said Mr. Pearce, who addressed this conference. 
“They are the questions of religious beliefs, the 
vocation for life, and the sex problem.” The child’s 
religious beliefs will almost invariably be formed by 
the teaching of his parents before he is nine years 
of age, or his lack of religious conviction will result 
from their failure to bring him up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Parents need to be unusually careful in finding the 
bent of the child and not trying to force him to go 
into some life-work which is not congenial to him. 
If you find a drudge in the world, it is in many cases 
his parents’ fault. “A drudge,” said Mr. Pearce, “is 
working at something he was not cut out for.” 

Neither the public schools nor the Sunday-schools 
can teach sex lessons as they ought to be taught, di- 
rect to the children, but the parents should be taught 
through the Sunday-school, if they do not already 
know, what to teach their children before and during 
the adolescent period. 

Miss Wilhelmina Stooker, Elementary Secretary of 
the Educational Division of the Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement of New York City, besides leading 
one of the conferences, had charge of the exhibit in 
the parent-training section, containing literature and 
books recommended by the Convention. A _ leaflet 
giving concisely and comprehensively the plan for 
conducting the Parents’ Department of the Sunday- 
school is Adult Division Leaflet No. 6 (issued by the 
International Sunday School Association, 1416 Mal- 
lers Building, 5 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, at 
$1.25 a hundred copies, $12.50 a thousand, or 3 cents 
for a single copy), and Plans and Programs for 
Mothers’ Associations, with an appendix of “Sug- 
gested Books for a Parents’ Library,” and a list of 
“Books for Children and Young People” (to be had 
from The Sunday School Times, for 50 cents a dozen, 
$4 a hundred, or 5 cents each). 

The parent-training crusade was fortunate, too, in 
having as one of its spokesmen at Buffalo Mrs. Emma 
Gary Wallace, of Auburn, New York, Chairman of 
the Woman’s Section of the Adult Division Commit- 
tee of the International Sunday School Association. 
At the conference on the Organized Adult Bible Class 





Does the Prodigal Son Prove 


“Universal Fatherhood ”? 


I heard an address on the Fatherhood of God in which 
the speaker maintained that God was the Father of all 
men. He based his remarks on the parable of “The 
Prodigal Son,” his point being that the son, though a 
lost son until his return, was as much his father’s son 
when he left and during his sojourn in the far coun- 
try as when he returned. Likewise, he reasoned, man 
though lost is nevertheless a son of God, those reject- 
ing Christ being lost sons as in the parable. Now this 
reasoning seems logical, and I will appreciate’ it very 
much if you will answer through the Open Letter 
column.—An Ohio Reader. 


It would be as reasonable to urge the universal 
shepherdhood of God from the parable of the lost 
sheep in the fifteenth chapter of Luke as to prove his 
universal Fatherhood from the parable of the lost 
son. God is the Shepherd of the sheep, not of the 
goats, or the wolves, or the swine (Matt. 25: 31-34; 
John 10: 12; 2 Pet. 2: 21, 22). And God is the Father 
of his children, not of hired servants, or bastards, or 
children of Satan (John 8:35; Heb. 12:8; John 
8: 38, 41, 42,44). : 

There is many a child of God who is not acting as 
a son of his Father, and when he comes to himself 
he feels) unworthy to be received back as a son and 
plans to ask to be received as a hired servant. So it 
was with the prodigal son. But this does not indicate 
that all men are children of God; the prodigal’s 
father had hired servants who were not sons; and the 
companions with whom the younger son wasted his 
father’s substance in riotous living were not sons. 

There is ever the danger of forcing a parable to 
cover too much ground. We might be tempted to 
suppose that the parable of the lost sheep suggested 
that ninety-nine out of every hundred men are sheep 
that have not gone astray, and that the Shepherd 
went to search for the one lost sheep who .wandered 
away. . But our Lord showed plainly in. the tenth 
chapter of John that he was the good Shepherd of 
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work Mrs. Wallace spoke on the subject of “The 
O. A. B. C. Movement and Parent-Training.” 

“No mother is instinctively a child trainer,” she 
said, “otherwise God would not have put-so much in 
the Bible about rearing children.” ° 
_ The conference which Mrs. Wallace was address- 
ing was being held in the main auditorium of the 
Asbury-Delaware Methodist Church, and apparently 
about six hundred people were present. n- she 
asked all those who were doing definite work in the 
way of training parents, or were from churches that 
had parent-training departments, to hold up their 
hands, perhaps eight or ten hands were raised. 

Mrs. Wallace emphasized the importance of - the 
Sunday-school making parent-training profoundly 
spiritual. 
she had heard one mother declare that she had gotten 
enough from the addresses of Mr. Pearce and others 
at this Convention to revolutionize the training of her 
own boy. That alone would have paid her for com- 
ing. to the Convention. 

ut the Sunday-school, Mrs. Wallace said, speaking 
with deep conviction, should avoid doubling in the 
tracks of the Congress of Mothers, or duplicating 
work such as is being done by Julia C. Lathrop, Chief 
of the Children’s Bureau of the Department of Labor 
in Washington. 

The Sunrday-school must emphasize the deeply 
spiritual work, the Bible as.the Word of God, for 
that alone will result in regenerated lives. In ten 
years of experience she has been driven back to the 
old Book as the best of all books to use as the basis 
of training of parents. 

In her home town there is a church school, on the 
faculty of which she serves, and there, she said, they 
had found that the Bible was the real inspiration of 
fathers and mothers who were being reached by 
parent-training. 

Back to the Bible as the Book from which parents 
themselves must be trained, and from which they 
must receive that inspiration which will make them 
live in the homes Christian lives, and set up a family 
altar—for these things she earnestly pleaded, con- 
cluding with a story of the present war. An Ameri- 
can soldier, who in doing patrol work in the trenches 
hade learned the contour of the country, volun- 
teered to lead an attacking party to a hazardous 
but strategic position. Mortally wounded in the 
advance, he was being carried off the field after 
the successful attack when the stretcher-bearers met 
the commanding general, who stopped to praise the 
wounded scout. “Didn’t I lead them straight, Gen- 
eral?” the young man said. “We. cam only lead the 
parents straight in order that they may lead the 
children straight,” concluded Mrs. Wallace, “by rest- 
ing on the Bible itself as the very Word of God.” 








the sheep, and that not all men were included in the 
fold: “But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: and I give them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish” (John 10: 26-28). Ex- 
actly the same truth is given by our Lord with ter- 
rible directness when he is referring to the Father- 
hood of God: “I speak the things which I have seen 
with my Father: and ye also do the things which ye 
have heard from your father. ... . If God were your 
Father, ye would love me. ... He that is of God 
heareth the words of God [just as the sheep know 
the Shepherd’s voice]: for this cause ye hear them 
not, because ye are not of God” (John 8: 38, 42, 47). 

Our Lord spoke of two folds of his sheep, and 
undoubtedly he was referring to the Gentiles as those 
other sheep: “And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and they shall become one flock, 
one shepherd” (John 10:16). Many teachers have 
seen in the parable of the prodigal son the same mes- 
sage of the two folds: the Jew, the elder son, whose 
sin has been notably a sin of the spirit, phariseeism; 
and the Gentile, the younger son, whose sin has been 
notably that of the lust of the flesh. 

On the question of the “universal Fatherhood of 
God” and the “universal Brotherhood of man,” it 
will be well for us to turn away from human sur- 
misings and believe God when he says that “as many 
as received him, to them gave he the right to become 
children of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:12, 13). The whole message of the New 
Testament is that God at fearful cost made a plan 
by which men can secure the right to be born again 
and become children of God. Shall we rob the Word 
of God of all meaning, and make it less reasonable 
than mere¢uman writings, by saying that all men are 
a of God, without taking advantage of that 
plan? 


She welcomed the new ——ee Already - 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. I (Luke 6: 30-38; a : 1-4) 









An original investigation that finds a new solution 
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‘Archeology’s Spade in the Pentateuchal Problem 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





. 


HE best way to tell a thing is to help people to 
see it for themselves. We never believe any- 


z thing until we see it to be true, in any case. In = 


beginning this discussion of my own investigations 
into the Pentateuchal Problem, I wish particularly to 
inquire in this article whether there is such a problem, 
and if there is does the Documentary Theory solve it? 
Now let us first see the Pentateuchal Problem, and 
then talk about it afterwards. : 

Look, then, at the peculiarities of the law. Note, in 
the first place, in how many pieces the Law is pre- 
sented, interspersed with snatches of narrative, in- 
stead of being given all together in one continuous 
code. Then, if you have opportunity, go to a law- 
yer’s library and see if you can find any other book 
of laws mixed up with a story in that fashion. How 
does it come that the laws of the Pentateuch are so 
arranged? Thus is seen one part of the problem of 
the Pentateuch, but not all of it. 

Take now a very careful look at the following ex- 
tracts from the laws in the books of Moses, and note 
how utterly different they are, the one from the 
other, in the manner in which the laws are stated: 

Exodus 21: 12-17: 

“He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be 
surely put to death. 

“And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him 
into his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither 
he shall flee. 

“But if a man come presumptuously upon his neigh- 
bor, to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from 
mine altar, that he may die. 

“And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, 
shall be surely put to death. 

“And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if 
he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to 
death. 

“And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall 
surely be put to death.” 


Note with what succinctness these statements are 
made, and compare them with the elaborately explana- 


‘ tory passage that follows below. 


Leviticus 17: 10-14: 


“And whatsoéver man there be of the house of 
Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, 
that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my 
face against that soul that eateth blood, and will 
cut him off from among his poe. For the life of 
the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for your sculs: 
for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul. Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, 
No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any 
stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood. And 
whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or 
of -the strangers that sojourn among you, which 
hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be 
eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and 
cover it with dust. For it is the life of all flesh; 
the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore—I 
said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the 
blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh 
is me blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be 
cut off.” 


This Time a “Flowing” Style 


Note now the flowing style, the moving presenta- 
tion, of Laws in this next passage. 


Deuteronomy 14: 22-26: 


“Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, 
that the field bringeth forth year by year. And thou 
shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place which 
he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy 
corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings 
of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn 
to fear the Lord thy God always. And if the way 
be too long for thee, so that thou art not able te 
carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which 
the Lord thy God shall choose to set his name there, 
when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee: Then shalt 
thou turn it into money, and bind up the money ia 
thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose: And thou shalt bestow 
that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after; for 
oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, 
or-for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt 
eat there before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt 
rejoice, thou, and thine household.” 


Why such striking differences of style in different 
parts of the Pentateuch? Here is another part of the 
Pentateuchal Problem. 

A good many people do not think there is any 
Pentateuchal Problem, do not like to hear any one 


Rhswsting Se uate of Archeology into the Pen- 
Problem, Professor Kyle to 
have made some discoveries. “PThey will 
be presented to The Sunday School Times readers 
in a series of three papers, of which this is the 
first. The underlying fact of his original in- 
vestigation was first presented in a paper read 
by Professor Kyle ore the American Oriental 
Society, at Cambridge, Mass., in April, 1917. 
Since then he has written two articles which have 
appeared in the January and February issues of 
the Bibliotheca Sacra thisyear. Dr. Kyle is con- 
vinced that his investigations have resulted in 
something better than even.a refutation of the 
Documentary Theory: that is, in a real solution 
of the Pentateuchal Problem itself. This series 
in The Sunday School Times is a popular state- 
ment of the substance of his argument. Com- 
ment and criticism are invited, and will be placed 
in Dr. Kyle’s hands promptly for his consideration. 








mention it. The use of the phrase, Pentateuchal 
problem, seems to them to suggest a latent skepticism, 
as though it put a question mark after a part of the 
Word of God. Let us recall that one of the good 
resolutions with which we started out in these studies 
together in Biblical Archeology was that we would 
not live in haunted houses, nor be afrzid of ghosts 
until we were sure they were real ghosts, and also 
that we would have no closets that we were afraid 
to look into. Let us look into this closet. I never 
yet found a ghost in a closet, and let me assure you 
now that we will not find one in this closet. 

Such as are afraid of the Pentateuchal problem are 
only afraid of words. Even to them there is a 
problem of the meaning, and significance for us, 
of the Pentateuchal narrative and laws. Theolo- 
gians have always discussed this problem. It is such 
discussion which in past years gave rise to so many 
learned and pious commentaries on the Pentateuch. 


Why These Differences in Style? 


But the meaning and significance of the Pentateuch 
is very much bound up with the composition of the 
Pentateuch, its author, its immediate purpose, its date 
and the length of time during which it was in course 
of preparation. There must be considered, also, the 
statement of some of the laws two or more times, and 
especially the book of Deuteronomy, the second Law. 
More important still, we must find a reason for the 
remarkable differences of style which we have seen 
above in those different parts of the Law. Most im- 
portant of all, we must take account of the way in 
which the Law is broken up into fragments and in- 
serted from time to time in a narrative which, taken 
by itself? and read continuously, constitutes at one and 
the same time the biography of a man and a portion 
of the history of a people. Not only this, but we 
must ask. ourselves how it comes that these groups 
of laws ofttimes seem to grow quite naturally out of 
the narrative at the point at which they are inserted. 
According as all these questions are answered will 
be the meaning and significance of the Pentateuch 

or us. 

So, after all, for all people, there is a Pentateuchal 
problem, a twofold problem: the question of the rea- 
son for the strikingly different style and vocabulary 
in ‘different parts of the Pentateuch and the question 
of the fragmentary distribution of the laws through- 
out the Pentateuchal story. Historical difficulties, 
so much talked about, we shall pass by for the 
present. 

The Documentary Theory, as a solution of the 
Pentateuchal problem, has been long and sedulously 
pressed upon our attention. What, very briefly, is the 
Documentary Theory? It is, in the simplest state- 
ment of it, a proposal to account for the peculiarities 
and difficulties of the Pentateuch by the supposition 
that it is a composite work resultant from certain 
eriginal documents, some of which were written at an 
early date and some at a late date in Old Testament 
history, and all of which were combined together to 
make the Pentateuch, as we now have it, at quite a 
late date. 

The earliest of these supposed documents is said 
to have been written possibly as early as about the 
ninth century B. C., by a writer who is called the 
Jahvist, because he used usually the name Jehovah for 
the Deity. The document next in age comes, it is 
said, from about 750 B. C., and is called the Elohist 
document, because the writer uses prevailingly the 
Hebrew name Elohim for God. »A third document is 
the book of Déuteronomy, written, according to the 
theory, by an unknown person at the time, or a little 





before the time, of king Josiah, who has been called 
simply the Deuteronomist. The fourth document is 
called the Priestly Writing, because said to be the 
work of a priest or of several priests in the time of 
the Exile in Babylon or afterwards, and so called, not 
only because of the supposed author or authors, but 
also because it contains the most explicit instructions 
in the Pentateuch concerning sacrifices and priestly 
functions and, in general, is written from the priestly 
standpoint.. There are several smaller documents 
pointed out by many which need not here be noticed 
in detail. 

The first two of the great documents were later 
combined, according to the theory, into one document 
which circulated by itself until some time after Josiah, 
when, perhaps, Deuteroriomy was circulated with it as 
having been written by Moses, having been after- 
wards lost, and having been just then found. Then, 
after the Exile, all these documents, together with 
the Priestly Writing, were combined into the whole 
Pentateuch by some unknown person who has been 
called simply the Redactor, the one who collected and 
arranged the various manuscripts into one.” Some 
even think there were several redactors. 


Wherein the Documentary Theory Fails 


This Documentary Theory does plausibly account 
for the differences of style and vocabulary which we 
have seen do really exist in different parts of the 
Pentateuch: different authors would certainly give 
rise naturally to differences of style and vocabulary. 

This Documentary Theory does also plausibly ex- 
plain many historical difficulties, a few of which ex- 
ist in the Pentateuch and have long been noticed and 
reckoned with, and many others, also, which arise 
along the course of Israelite history on the supposi- 
tion that the Documentary Theory is correct; that is 
to say, a large number of the historical difficulties 
which the Documentary Theory meets are its own 
difficulties, not difficulties of the Pentateuch itself. 

But the Documentary Theory does not account for 
the mixture of the laws throughout the narrative in 
the Pentateuch and the resultant fragmentary char- 
acter of the law codes in the Pentateuch, Why 


should any one having at hand all the priestly laws - 


in one collection, as is supposed in the Priestly Writ- 
ing, and all the other kinds of laws in another writ- 
ing; that is, the J-E Document, pull these codes all 
apart, mingle them in large part indiscriminately to- 
gether in little groups and distribute them. throughout 
a narrative, partly biography and partly history, in 
such a way as to be quite disappointing to a reader 
who wishes to get on with the story, or to another 
reader who wishes to study the-laws? That might be 
the work of a child with a pair of scissors and a 
paste-pot. : 

Then this theory fails most lamentably at another 
point. It has well been pointed out that the moral 
glory of Jesus absolutely demands the truthfulness 
of his supernatural claims, for such moral’ glory 
would be incompatible with the character, either of 
a conscious impostor setting himself .up to’ be divine, 
or of such a weakling as could deceive himself with 
the vain imagination that,he was divine. In like man- 
ner, the moral. glory of the law in Deuteronomy is 
equally incompatible with the supposition upon which 
the Documentary Theory rests at that point, the 
priestly chicanery that could fabricate a book, or find 
one fabricated by some one also in the name of Moses 
a short time before, and palm it off in the nanie of 
the great traditional lawgiver of the nation. 

The Documentary Theory has been accepted by a 
great many as correct, but in view of all these diffi- 
culties those who decline to receive it as a satisfac- 
tory solution of the Pentateuchal problem are cer- 
tainly not worthy of the charge of bigotry and hide- 
bound traditionalism sometimes made against them. 
I would rather let the problems of the Pentateuch, 
with all their mysteries, go unsolved than accept so 
unsatisfactory a solution of them. 

But let us not fail-to realize the importance of fac- 
ing the Pentateuchal Problem. Many conservative 
Bible students have not done so. Instead, they have 
entirely ignored it,.so utterly turned their backs upon 
it that they have become unaware of its real existence. 
One may dispose of unwelcome people in that way, 
though it is impolite to do so. It is impolitic as well, 
for such troublesome people may some day confront 
us and look us out of countenance. The attempt to 
dispose of troublesome questions of faith in this way 
is still more foolish: they are apt some day to con- 
front us to our confusion, and make themselves as 
troublesome as Banquo’s ghost that would not down. 

On the one hand, the simple, and, as I believe, well- 
founded opinion that Moses wrote the Pentatetch 
does not solve the Pentateuchal Problem. It is still 
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as much a problem as ever, why his work exhibits 
such striking differences of style, and so many of 
them, as we have seen; and why he, or any other 
lawgiver, should break up his complete code into so 
many fragments and distribute them with many repe- 
titions throughout a biographical and historical nar- 
rative. Neither, on the other hand, does an indignant 
repudiation of the Documentary Theory or even a 
complete refutation of it solve the problem. 

A vast deal of misapprehension seems to exist at this 
point. Nearly every book or Review article that has 
been written against the Documentary Theory, even 
those that appear absolutely conclusive, seem tacitly 
to have assumed that to refute the Documentary 
Theory is to put an end to the Pentateuchal contro- 
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tion of the Pentateuchal problem, but ‘leaves the 
problem itself still absolutely unsolved. To show that 
mine enemy is wrong is not to prove that I am right; 
much less does the refutation of his solution provide 
a better one. What is needed in this controversy, as 
in every such controversy, is not so much de- 
structive work as constructive work, not the refuta- 
tion of a wrong solution of the problem in hand as 
the presentation of the right solution. The purpose 
of these articles is the solution of the Pentateuchal 
problem. Whatever may appear incidentally against 
any proposed solution, the main purpose is to present 
what is believed to be the right solution. Accord- 
ingly the next article will present the solution of the 








Pentateucha! Problem. 
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This was not the end, for that earnest Christian, able 
Bible student and truly gifted writer, Miss Ada R. 


versy. In fact, it. only refutes this one proposed solu- PHILADELPHIA. 
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just the Same 
The Story of » Hymn By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 

N AN interesting and helpful little monthly maga- 
| eee The Friends’ Witness, published in England 

by some devoted members of the Society of Friends 


who stand on “the old paths” in regard to the Bible, 
an article recently a by Mr. Walter J. Pren- 
tice, an evangelist who is working among the British 
soldiers. I desire to give its story a fresh and wider 
circulation on this side. He says that among the most 
popular hymns in his work with the men is one with 
the above title, the words and music both being writ- 
ten by an English musician and evangelist, Mr. W 
H. Jude. This is how it runs: 


When Moses and his soldiers from Egypt’s land did flee, 
Their enemies behind them, and in front of them the sea, 
God raised the waters like a wall, 
And opened up their way. 
And the God that lived in Moses’ time 
Is just the same to-day. 


Chorus: 


Just the same, just the same, 
God is just the same to-day. 
Just the same, just. the same, 
God is just the same to-day. 


When David and Goliath met, the wrong against the right, 
The giant armed with human power, and David with God’s 
might, 
God's power with David's sling and stone 
The giant low did lay. 
And the God that lived in David's time 
Is just the same to-day. 


When Daniel faithful to his God would not bow down to 
men, 
And by God’s enemies was hurl’d into the lions’ den, 
God shut the lions’, mouths, we read, 
And robbed them of their prey; 
And the God that lived in Daniel’s time 
Is just the same to-day. 


Mr. Prentice says this has often enabled him to re- 
mind the many thousands of “Tommiés,” who have first 
listened and then joined heartily in the chorus, that the 
God who delivered his people from cruel bondage sent 
his Sen to redeem sinful men from the still more 
cruel effects of sin; that just as God’s almighty power 
was engaged in behalf of David, so Omnipotence will 
enable those who trust to overcome giants of evil 
within us and around us to-day; and that although 
God may sometimes permit us to get into a tight cor- 
ner. through loyalty to truth and righteousness, as in 
Daniel’s case, yet our Lord knows how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation and will in his own time 
make a way of escape. 

And yet Mr. Prentice often felt the need of some 
additional verse or verses to apply these truths, and 
after singing the hymn at Aldeburgh, in Suffolk, the 
rector of the parish, Canon Goldsmith, said: “You 
need another verse to your hymn”; and very soon he 
composed the next verse, which is as follows: 


When Jesus came, the Lord of Life, to save us from our sin, 
He fought with our temptations, our victory to win. 
The Devil did his best against 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 
And the Lord who conquered Satan the 
Is just the same to-day. ' 


Mr. Prentice thought that at last his hymn was 
complete, but when singing it in a neighboring Suf- 
folk village a young girl of fourteen years of age, 
Constance Blyth, asked for a copy of the words and 
music, and » tae Pe afterwards sent a letter to Mr. 
Prentic: with the accompanying verse, which he says 
is particularly appropriate at the present time when 
our food is being rationed: 


When Jesus in the Wilderness those hungry people fed, 
He multiplied the fishes, He multiplied the bread. 
For daily bread and all our needs 
He teaches us to pfay, 
And the Lord who fed those people then 
Is just the same to-day. 


Habershon, who has so recently passed to be with 
Christ, wrote two more verses with the prayer that 
the Lord who saved Peter in his extremity and wel- 
comed penitent sinners will prove Himself still to be 
the same Almighty Deliverer : 
When Peter feared that he would sink beneath the troubled 
wave, 
A hand Divine caught hold of him, for Christ had power to 
save. 
And the One whose arm was strong to help 
Can be your strength and stay, 
For the One who lived in Palestine 
Is just the same to-day. 


When sinners to the Saviour came, the weary ones found 
rest, 
He pardoned and He healed them all, each one who came 
was blest. 
Oh, bring to Him your load of sin, 
And come without delay, 
For the One who welcomed sinners then 
Is just the same to-day. 


Just as Mr. Prentice was sending his article to a 
paper, he received a verse from Miss A. M. Hodgkin, 
a well-known English Friend, remindirig us of. our 
Blessed Hope, that the Lord who was once crucified, 
risen, and ascended is coming again, and that in this 
purifying hope His people will find fresh consecra- 
tion and service: 

And when he left this world of ours, He said He’d come 
again 
To take His own to be with Him and in His glory reign. 
He’s coming soon to take us home, 
The King is on His way, 
For the One who promised He would come 
Is just the same to-day. 


When I read this article, it seemed to me that the 
hymn needed just one more verse to show in general 
that the God of the Bible, both Old and New Testa- 
ments, is “just the same” at the present time. And 
so with the thought of “I am Jehovah, I change not” 
(Mal. 3:6) and “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and for ever” (Heb. 13: 8), I have tried to 
express it in words. The verse makes no pretense to 
poetry, but it may suggest to some one the general 
idea of completing the hymn with the thought of the 
God of the Scriptures being unchangeable in His atti- 
tude of grace and blessing to-day: 

And so the God revealed in Christ as Father, Saviour, 
Friend, 
Was in the past urichangeable and will be to the end. 
We trust Him now and follow Him, 
*"Neath Truth’s .unclouded ray, 
For the God of whom the Bible speaks 
Is just the same to-day. 


I may add that I have obtained the music from 
England, which is particularly appropriate to the 


- words, and although published by Reid Brothers, 


Wells Street, Oxford Street, London, W., it has ob- 
tained American copyright and can be procured in the 
United States. Until I hear further, I am unable to 
give the name of the Amierican agent. I intend to 
call the attention of my good friend, Mr. Charles M. 
Alexander, to it, when I see him this summer, for I 
feel sure he will be delighted to use it in his work 
among the American soldiers. 


Wyc irre CoLLece, Toronto. 
we 


Have you a “Wet or Dry” campaign on hand where 
you live? As your most telling document, which may 
save the day for the “Drys,” get the notable pam- 
phlet aiving Secretary Daniels’ own intimate story 
of “Why I Issued the Wine Mess Order.” It may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 
2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, or $1 per hundred 
copies (same rate for fifty or more), postpaid. 
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Your Study Bible 





By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 
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“Your Study Bible’ . il 
Amos 


The Farmer Prophet. Book of the Plumbline 
Key-word: Plumbline 
Key-text: ‘And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what 
seest thou? And I said, A plumbline” (7: 8). 


Outline: 


1. Against the Nations (chaps. 1 and 2). 

2. Against Israel (chaps. 3 to 6). 

3. For Israel (chaps. 7 to 9). 

No putty here; no velvet touch. Amos was a man 
of the fields, a herdman of Tekoa, and he spoke out 
plainly, bluntly. . 

God called him, lariat in hand, and sent him forth 
to round up his straying people. 

Men need such dealing at times when iniquity 
abounds. We get to be so tender and gentle with the 
darling sins of the people. We forget how to de- 
nounce, we lose the power of righteous wrath, we 
weakly deplore the imprecatory Psalms. They are 
too fough and rude for this nice age—nicely destined 
for the pit! 

Not so Amos. Plumbline prophet was he. And the 
plumbline always makes a crooked wall along which it 
is dropped ‘ate crooked. And the crooked wall al- 
ways hates the straight line. And they hated Amos; 
and they will hate you, if you speak out. Neverthe- 
less, speak, though it cost you your head. 

Hear them—“Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O 
thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, 
and there eat bread, and prophesy there; but 
prophesy not again any more at Bethel, for it ‘is the 
king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court.” As much 
as to say, “We want no such preaching here. ‘This is 
the king’s chapel.” “King’s chapel,” forsooth! 
Bethel means God’s Chapel. Hypocrisy! Sacrilege! 

And now hear Amos’ withering scorn—“Come to 
Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply ‘‘trans- 
gression; and bring your sacrifices every morning .. . 
for this liketh you [is like you], O ye children of 
Israel, saith the Lord God” (4:4, 5). Whaited sepul- 
chers! Oh, for another Amos! 


Marginal Notes 


Recall here the Man with the scourge of small 
cords, purging his temple. 

David went down to see his brethren, one time, 
with a basket of bread and cheese on his arm, and 
God did with him what hé sometimes does with his 
undershepherds to-day—struck the basket of bread 
and cheese away, for the nonce, and put in his hand 
a sword. That was when Goliath met his match. 

Said the pope’s delegate at the edge of the flame, 
“I separate thee from the Church.” Quoth brave, 
fearless Savonarola, God’s man: “From the church 
militant, but not from the church triumphant!” and 
went to his reward. 

“And now, Lord,” said the beleagured disciples, in 
Acts 4: 29, “behold their threatenings ; and grant unto 
thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak 
thy word.” God’s to take care of the threatening: 
ours to attend to the preaching. The Lord helping 
us, that we will do! ; 

Barnard’s Lincoln, standing there in Cincinnati, 
plain, rugged, brave. The: writer never asses it 
without touching his hat. Take off your hat to Amos, 
God’s Commoner in his day! 


Marked Texts 


“Two years before the earthquake” (1:1). 
earthquake of God’s wrath is always just ahead. 

“For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, 
I will not turn away the punishment thereof” (2:1). 
Poetic refrain. When the cup of iniquity is full, God 
speaks. No nation can persistently break his laws 
with impunity. 

“Shall there be evil [hurt] in a city, and the Lord 
hath not done it?” (3:6.) The judgment. side of 
sorrow and suffering. 

“I will send a famine in thé land—a famine... 
of hearing the words of the Lord” (8:11). How 
far off is it? Heedless hearing invites it. 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper” (9:13). After 
the famine a feast. When the Lord shall gather his 
own. God, hasten the day! 

“I will sift the house of Israel among all nations” 
(9:9). Literally fulfilled. He is there to-day, the 
Jew, waiting for the final call. Watch! Lister! 


OBERLIN} OHIO0. 
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- BOUT eight : rs ago the Kinikin Heights com- 
munity, twelve miles t of Montrose, 
Colorado, was unknown. It was unnamed. 


- few homesteaders dwelt out on the mesas and in 


contiguous. They were iso never met 
nadine and little in common save mournful 
cry of the coyote on his midnight journeys 
the sage and cedars. 

About that time some new people came in, two 
former Sunday-school superintendents and some for- 
mer teachers. Immediately a Sunday-school was es- 
tablished, which met at a private house. The people 
were drawn together and a community spirit and in- 
terest grew up. Heigh 

It cost something to get together. Kinikin Heights 
is located at an altitude of seven thousand feet on the 
western slope of the Rockies, is far from town, in 
the desert, on the frontier. Its residents afe back-to- 
the-landers from the various professions, some bein 
health-seekers, and none over-endowed with capital, 
as the world looks upon capital. : 

Rural schools meet with greater problems than city 
schools, for it is harder for country people to get out 
evenings to gatherings. Here on the frontier it 
means that it is necessary to catch the horses, and 


harness up out of doors for we have few barns; 


drive down steep hills over perilous grades and nar- 
row roads; after the entertainment drive home, un- 
hitch, unharness and go to bed late, with an early 
rising ahead. 

It became apparent that a school was needed, but the 
homesteaders were financially unable to maintain a 
school. It is the custom in this country for the older 
districts to look after the educational needs of the 
newly settled regions, -installing and maintaining 
schools, The need of a school in the Kinikin Heights 


- region resulted in the settlers appearing at the school 


election in the nearest district. The first-year.a short 
term was secured in an old unused granary. The next 


re, spring a larger delegation attended the meeting, and 
the. proposition was made that we secure the logs and 


do all the work of constructing a building at a cen- 


*’  trally. located site, the district furnishing the neces- 
lumber and hardware. The offer was accepted, - 


and,,we constructed a building by community labor, 
and ‘since then have had a regular. term of school.. 
Last year we secured one of the directors, a third of 
the whole directorate of the*large district. This 
director looks after our school. 

The building being centrally located has proved to 
be a veritable social center. In addition to day-school 
and Sunday-school, we have preaching services regu- 
larly. The past winter a literary society has met 
weekly, being a great help to all, not only socially, but 
educationally. It supplements the school. We also 
have socials. The first one was a box social to pay 
for an organ. It was a great success.. We have had 
two. rousing Christmas tree entertainments with dec- 
orations equal to any of the small city churches. It 
is. surely an inspiration to hear the Christmas 
anthems ring out,over the desert land. We also have 
Easter, Children’s Day, and other programs through- 
out the year. In the literary society the youngsters 
begin to appear. in public, speaking “pieces” as soon 


_as they can talk. They also have their debates on 


stated evenings the same as we older people. We 


naturally have a great deal of discussion about agri- 


cultural problems in our literary society, as we make 
our living out of the soil. 

The Sunday-school has kept the people united from 
the first. In addition to the improvements enumer- 
ated I verily believe the Sunday-school should re- 
ceive credit for the telephone line that has been ex- 
tended out here. Also for the county work on roads 
and bridges the past year. Heretofore we had to 
work our own roads. By keeping together and de- 
manding it we secured county work. The telephone 
knits us together better than ever. With two and 
three families on a mesa and yawning chasms: of 
canons between, we were indeed separated. Now 
with the telephone it is easy to get up a literary pro- 
gram, arrange a surprise for a neighbor on his birth- 
day, or call in help to make hay, for we have a great 
deal of exchange work in our ranch system. 

The Sunday-school might also be given credit for 
the playground apparatus just installed on the school 
ground. The schoolhouse has been equipped with an 
— lamps, a clock, etc. 

e do not have dances. Therein lies the secret of 
much of our success. I have watched a great many 
of the frontier settlements which from the start have 
been dance crazy, and I have noted that that is all 
they have ever gotten,—just dances. When a com- 
munity starts in on the dance level it hardly ever gets 
——o. 

e have secured many improvements, some of 
which, four years ago, seemed utterly impossible of 


New Blood at , Kinikin Heights 
How one country Sunday-school aroused the community spirit in the Colorado desert, 
é and another in the Alleghenies 





a= ge nn even in a dozen years, much less 
wi ree. ; 

The Sunday-schooi deserves all the credit, and what 
we have done any community can do. The rural 
Sunday-school can accomplish a great deal if it gets 
started right—Warren Ferde ilcox, Montrose, 

olo. 


How We Kept Open all Winter 


OX ONE of the spurs of the Alleghe ~ Mountains, 
in Pennsylvania, nestles a comfortable school- 
house, to which the children of the district thread 
their way around rocks, in paths made by their fore- 
fathers, near-cuts to the public road passing the 
schoolhouse. The road, leading quite over the moun- 
tain. sends off branches here and there to small 
“farms” or clearings, dotted with humble homes, 
where several generations have been reared. In some 
of the homes there is real comfort, but life is simple 
at best, and very lowly in some of the cabins «vhere 
poor “renters” can barely afford to pay for a shelter, 
trusting to chance jobs to furnish the rest. 

For several months the schoolhouse opens its door 
for the children who come in all directions to the day- 


‘school, from one-half mile to two miles, carrying 


their dinner in pails, baskets, boxes, or tied up in a 
cloth, according to the family possessions. ; 
There was a time when the First Day was disre- 


rded, and the Bible neg.sected. A white-haired 


resbyterian elder, living in the town four miles dis- 
tant, saw the need, embraced the opportunity and 
“ee a Sunday-school. 
nm the day appointed a gratifying number gath- 
ered about the schoolhouse, some sitting on logs 
whittling sticks, smoking pipes, or “chewing.” Trot- 
ter was tied to a sapling, and his rider went among 
the rows of men and boys with a word for each one. 
Some boys, with too much curiosity to stay at home, 
came near enough to see and hear what took place. 
At the ne of the superintendent they turned 
and fled like frightened animals, leaping over stones, 
and cracking the twigs in the underbrush, in their 
haste to getaway! Within a few weeks they ventured 
inside the door. The friendly welcome and benign 
smile moved ‘the clumsy hands toward the. extended 
hand of the superintendent in a manner understood 


.to, be apologetic by. one who could read untutored; 


~ mountain boys. 

-Two young women joined the superintendent, one 
taking charge of the small children; whose classroom 
was under the wide spreading boughs of the oaks, 
during the summer. An organ was procured at once, 
and there was much singing—not all. of it music! 

A total abstinence society was formed, the meetings 
held monthly. Occasionally a night meeting was 
arranged when a speaker or speakers frc . town 
cheerfully gave assistance. * In time, nearly all be- 
came members and wore a blue ribbon,. which, in 
some instances, became so twisted and black it looked 
like a shoestring. One young man refused a fresh 
ribbon; saying: “That.one was tied on the day I 


‘signed.” All honor tothe black string, reminder of a 


solemn promise! More than one signature was 
adorned ' (not: disgraced) with “his mark.” 
A young people’s prayer-meeting was also formed, 


. which was held. for fifteen minutes after Sunday- 


school. Several boys took fright, supposing they 
would “be made to pray”;: but they came when they 
found the exercises were wholly voluntary. 

A picnic was held in the summer, an occasion of 
very great pleasure. An entertainment was given one 
Christmas a every one, the boys merrily 
bringing in the hemlock tree, and the girls assisting 
in decorating it. 

The two young women spent two days among the 
people, calling upon each family. At one home where 
they were expected pra ground) to be guests 
for dinner, unusual dishes were prepared—then put 
by, untouched, when the guests did not speak. When 
they did arrive; late in the afternoon, they were at 
once told of the disappointment, and urged to stay 


‘for supper. The invitation was accepted, and the 


company dishes were brought forth, this time to be 
eaten. The friendly visit with the people in their 
homes was timely; oo an opportunity to learn of 
actual conditions. here destitution and sickness 
were found, clothing, jellies, etc., were sent. The 
girls were inclined to be “chummy” with the teachers, 
and the boys were not behind in showing attentions— 
awkward, but well-meant, all of which was welcomed, 
as ‘proof that an important point had been gained— 
they were one. Better still, the people were won. 
The respectful behavior, the rapt attention of the 
whole school, kindled .in the teachers an enthusiasm 
which quickly. brought.a response. So deep was the 
interest that the question of closing the school in 
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cold weather never intruded itself. Rainy days found 
all present, if possible. Several dear ol and- 
mothers, with their fresh gingham aprons and stiff 
sunbonnets, were rarely absent. 

When winter came, and ing mountain storms 
swayed the stalwart trees, or biting cold made fingers 
and toes tingle, or when the snow was so deep that 
the wee ones came in the arms of their fathers, or big 
brothers, no one thought of absenting himself. One 
young man, a hard worker at the coke ovens, came 
regularly, walking three miles. He came early for a 
rest before the service. With his head on the desk, 
his arms his pillow, he slept (and sometimes snored) 
until the call to “books” roused him. 

For three years the superintendent and teachers 
were present continuously; in- winter foregoing 
morning church service at home in order to reach 
the schoolhouse at the appointed hour, and returning 
too' much fatigued to attend evening service. They 
faced all sorts of weather, over a four-mile drive, 
the last mile typical of the road the rest of the hu- 
man family are traveling, “up hill and rocky.” But 
the school climbed in attendance until there were 
ae amis men, women, and. children on the roll.— 


Teams that Made Surprise Visits 


OX of the ways a country Sunday-school kept up 
interest and attendance during the winter was by 
getting outside help in the work. rger and stronger 
schools were asked to send out “teams” at certain in- 
tervals to help with the singing, teaching, and every- 
thing connected with the school. 

No announcement was ever made of the coming of 
the guests, so that it was not safe to stay away any 
Sunday. The little folks were always faithful, but 
the older ones lagged until this plan was adopted. 
Two or three sled or automobile loads of young and 
old from a larger school would suddenly appear, and 
at once everything took on. new life and energy. De- 
pending upon the season the visitors added some- 
thing new to the singing, or there were brief recita- 
tions, or bright little talks, and new teachers took 
charge of the few classes. 

For example, at Christmas the school heard the 
best parts of several programs given by larger 
schools, and that without — time from the regu- 
lar lessons. Every one was always glad» to prolong 
the session thirty or forty minutes, and in this way 
it was easy to fill up the time profitably. Then near 
Children’s Day there were other profitable sessions, 
while Thanksgiving and the other holidays furnished 
the topics for many enjoyable afternoons. Once a 
month, was not found too often for the experiment, 
but no regular dates were set. 

As most country Sunday-schools are in the after- 
noon it is easy to try this plan. In summer it can be 
arranged that the country schools visit the morning 
sessions of the larger schools in turn and in this. way 
they are mutually benefited—Hilda Richmond, Ken- 
ton, Ohio. 

inde! 


Soldiers’ Photographs in the Stereopticon 
By. Lee McCrae 


N ORIGINML honor was recently paid its thirty 
soldiers by the Presbyterian Church of Orange, 
California. 

When the service flag was presented one Sunday 
evening, toward the close of a patriotic program, the 
photographs of the men were flashed upon the screen, 
one by one, as the roll was called. As each appeared, 
the pastor, the Rev. M. L. Pearson (whose two sons 
are in France), stated the branch of army service 
represented, where the soldier was located, and what 
the latest news from him had been. In some in- 
stances he read extracts from recent letters that 
were of peculiar interest. 

Most of the men were, of course, well known to the 
entire congregation, but others needed the introduc- 
tion to the newer members. The church was packed 
with people. The center section had to be reserved 
for the families of the soldiers, so great was the 
interest evoked throughout the town. 

Following the thrilling moments of this presenta- 
tion and news-giving, an opportunity for others to 
“enlist in the Christ service” was given, and five 
young men promptly came forward, confessing his 
name for the first time. Then the entire congrega- 
tion sang with a fervor never felt before that prayer- 
verse, “God save our men.” 

“It is the far-flung influence of our boys at the 
front, their character and self-sacrifice, that brought 
in the recruits,” declared the pastor afterwards. 
“Their confession of Christ in the reflex influence of 
the dominant thought and heroism of the trenches.” 

Any church having its own stereopticon will cer- 
tainly do well to secure the pictures of its soldiers to 
mount upon the slides. The cost was but fifty cents 
each, and no dcubt the slides will be used many times 
before the brave boys come marching back to the 
home town. 


Wicuita, Kansas. 
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When John 3 : 16 Lit Blind Eyes in Korea 


How the Gospel brings blessing to Eastern beggars and South America’s needy 
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year, special meetings were held in the churches 

of a great Korean city. There were many 
“new believers,”’—people who, by rising in the meet- 
ing and afterward giving their names to the church 
officials, signified their desire to come out of heathen- 
ism and study the religion of Jesus. Probably few 
of them had much idea of the spiritual import of the 
act; for most, it was, perhaps, the expression of a de- 
cision to leave the old, and willingness to be taught 
the new. . 

On Sunday morning, the Pouin—such is the title of 
every woman missionary—went as usual to the Bible 
school for Korean women at Chank Dai Che, great 
Central Church on the hill in the midst of the city. 
It was a beautiful winter day, and the walk was 
pleasant. In her mind, as she climbed the steep 
ascent, were the words. “The hill of Zion yields a 
thousand sacred sweets.” Farther up the hill were 
some Korean women in spotless Sabbath white. “The 
saints in light above me,” murmured the missionary, 
and then paused to rest and drink in the beauty of 
the scene. 

All about the hill lay the city, its brown thatched 
roofs like mushrooms; farther away rose Peony 
Point, the height just outside the city wall; then the 
great Tai Dong River trailing its sinuous curves far 
as eye could see; beyond the river the plains, and 
farther yet the mountains, dim and distant. 

It was the women’s Sunday-school that met in the 
morning. Why only the women? Because Central 
Church organization has such a habit of outgrowing 
its building that in order to be comfortable, it was 
necessary for the men and women to have Sunday- 
school at different hours. Yet Central Church build- 
ing will hold an audience of eighteen hundred people 
seated according to Korean custom, on the floor. It 
was possible for men and women to have church ser- 
vices together in the afternoon, but Sunday-school 
classes neéd extra space. 

The church is built in the shape of an L, and the 
women were divided into two sections, those already 
baptized and admitted to the church being in classes 
on one side, while the catechumens, or those pre- 
paring for baptism, together with the new believers, 
were in the other part of the building. Another mis- 
sionary and her Korean assistant teachers had charge 
of the baptized women, and our Pouwin went to her 
accustomed place with the catechumens. They were 
in several classes, the groups scattered about on the 
floor, and to-day, because of the special meetings held 
previously, she found the number of new believers 


Die: the early days of February of a recent 


- actually Christians we knew it. 


out of all proportion to the rest—one hundred and. 


forty-four of them by actual count. She took these 
women for her own class and they clustered about 
her, women who knew so little of the Gospel that 
she determined to put aside the regular lesson for 
the day and teach them something better adapted to 
their needs. What verse would you have chosen? 
Very likely the same that she selected, “the little 
Gospel,” John 3:16, which literally translated from 
the Korean begins, “God loved the world like this.” 

All kinds of women were gathered about her, many 
of them with children in their arms or tied to the 
back, many of them dirty, most of them ignorant; 
but the Pouin loved them all, for she loved their 
souls, and she knew from experience to what those 
souls might grow. In her heart, she thanked God 
for the privilege of speaking his Word to these 
needy ones, and then she began the explanation of the 
verse she had chosen, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 

n the midst of her talk a woman rose, “Such a 
poor, weak, forlorn, dirty little woman,” said the 
Pouin afterward. More than that, she was blind. 
She rose in the midst and the missionary paused, 
while the eyes of the other Koreans were centered 
on the stranger. 

“Hyungnim,” the little blind woman was saying, 
ny Fe sister, is what you are saying for such 
as I 

“Did I not just use the word ‘whosoever’?” replied 
the missionary speaking, of course, in Korean. 
‘Nugutungi [whosoever] is God’s word, not mine. 
This is God’s Booky’ 

The little blind woman sank down into her place, 
her sightless eyes turned toward the Pouin, whose 
words now, more than ever, were freighted with the 
love of God. After she had finished her talk, one of 
the Korean Bible-women took her place, a-woman 
with a sweet, refined face that spoke to one of suffer- 
ing, of tria! endured, and of peace within. 

he lesson closed, the prayer was offered, the hymn 


was sung. he women rose and began to move 
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toward the door, where lay the usual multitude of 
straw shoes. The little blind woman and the mis- 
sionary stood together. 

“You have made me very happy this morning,” 
breathed this poor little ragged sister, her sightless 
eyes raised to the hyungnim, or elder sister, as she 
called the missionary. 

Tears came to the Pouin’s eyes. “Now,” she said, 
“I want to take you to Kim Si, our blind Kim Si. 
She has been a Christian, a believer, for several years 
and she will help you as no one else can. Let us go 
now.” 

So through the city streets went the odd pair, till 
the tall American had brought her little sister to 
happy, blind Kim Si. 

“And I left them together,” said the Pouin. “M 
Bible-woman used to say to me, ‘Pouin, you don’t 
know the darkness this woman is in. I do, for I’ve 
been there.’” 

Only think! You and I have always known that 
God is our friend; from childhood we have been 
taught- this blessed truth, Even before we were 
Sometimes, alas, we 
have wandered from him; our sin has come between 
us and God, and then we have known something of 
heathen darkness; then, we have had a hint of the 
blackness in which a heathen heart exists. “Oh, 
Moksa,” said one woman not many years out of 
heathenism, “you don’t know what it means to sleep 
through a night and not be afraid of evil spirits for 
yourself or for your children.” 

It was the first time the little blind woman had 
ever heard that God loved her; and how much it 
meant you and I can scarcely conceive. And every- 
where human hearts bear their load of sin, every- 
where men long for a power that will lift the burden. 
Oh, the privilege of telling the glad news to the 
weary, longing ones; the joy of such a life! 

Why have I told you this? Because you and I 
and other Christians are responsible for giving to 
every person an intelligent knowledge of the Gospel. 
The Greatest’ Fact in the world is that God died on 
the. cross. Are you startled by that form of the 
statement? Yet it is true. It was God himself who 
died for your sins, for mine; could there be a greater 
fact? Can there be a greater work than that of 
-making known this Greatest Fact to the world? 

Have you chosen your life work? Better, have you 
asked God to.point it out to you?—Lowise H. Strang, 
San Rafael, Cal. 

ye 


Does Mission Workin Socth America Pay ? 
GS ieus America is one of the least productive 


fields. A nation is not being born in a day here 

as in some fields, and native workers cannot be 
obtained for a few cents a day as in India, for in- 
stance. From year to year in the general-there is 
often but a slight increase. This leads to discourage- 
ment on the part of God’s children, both in the home- 
land and on the foreign field. But does this mean 
that nothing is being, done? 

Some twenty years ago, through the instrumentality 
of one of our veteran missionaries, Dr. J. F. Thom- 
son, an almost illiterate Italian immigrant, Louis Fer- 
rarini by name, became thoroughly converted. He 
became a regular St. Francis, his soul was constantly 
on fire with the Saviour’s divine love, and every one 
who came in contact with him could not help but feel 
His mysterious influence. He was sent out as local 
preacher to a town called Chivilcoy; this town is 
about four hours’ distant from Buenos Aires. Here 
this faithful servant of the Lord laid the foundation 
for a flourishing congregation. 

One day José Di Leo, also an Italian. immigrant, 
came to the preaching service. For years he had 
been a drunkard and a gambler. He was absolutely 
wretched when he came into this meeting. During 
the first prayer God’s Spirit broke up the depths of 
his heart. He felt that he was utterly lost and be- 
gan to cry for mercy. The cry of his heart was 
heard immediately, and the dear loving Saviour came 
in and took full possession. The gambler and 
drunkard became a true and efficient worker, his 
family life was wonderfully transformed, and now 
he and his wife are having constant proofs of God’s 
transforming power in their children. 

Signor Di Leo’s first thought after his conversion 
was for his brother Pedro (Peter). Pedro had ex- 
celled his brother in wickedness. If any one had 
asked the street-urchins of Chivilcoy twenty years 
ago: “Who is the worst gambler in Chivilcoy?” they 
would ‘have answered, “Pedro DiLeo.” If any one 
had asked: “Who is the worst drunkard?” he would 
have received the answer, “Pedro Di Leo.” 


This drunkard and gambler came to the Methodist 
Church at the invitation of his recently converted 
brother. 
took for his theme, “The Prodigal Son.” Every word 
that he spoke seemed to pierce poor Pedro’s heart 
and he became mightily convicted of sin. He went 
home with a heavy heart, and so that his wife might 


not hear him, he locked himself up in the kitchen to ~ 


pray. The Saviour knew what Pedro wanted and He 
also knew how great Pedro’s need was. And that 
same night, there in the kitchen, the terrible load 


of sin and iniquity was all taken away. Oh, what a . 


happy day that was! How he ran to his dear wife, 
who had suffered blows, hunger, and almost starva- 
tion on account of his bad life. Not long after she 
also found peace and then a real home was begun, 


whose corner-stone has been up to the present time ~ 


Jesus, the siriner’s friend. Surely, if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 

Pedro soon found that in order to make progress 
in the Christian life he must be able to read his 
Bible, so he went to work and began to study with 
all his might. In these twenty years he had made 
such progress that the Sunday-school board elected 
him as superintendent. His brother José is a class- 
leader and is very active in all church work. Did it 
pay to take the trouble to gain that Italian immigrant 
for Christ? Did it pay to send him out to preach 
the Gospel to his fellow-countrymen in Argentina? 
Did it pay to bring about this wonderful transforma- 
tion in the homes of these drunkards? We who know 
jeg x sweet, pure family life to-day have no doubt 
oT it. ; 

Not long ago a young man came to the parsonage 
to have a talk with me about the welfare of his soul. 
He told me the following sad story: He had not 
seen his mother for twenty years, although she lived 
within about forty squares of his workshop. She 
had abandoned her husband and seven or eight chil- 
dren, the youngest of whom was only two years old. 
Ever since she has been living with another man and 
has had children by him, 
my mother?” he asked. “My father tells me never 
to call on her, but.I should very much like to see her 
again, although she will.certainly not recognize me.” 
We got down on our knees and prayed for his 
mother, and we hope to see a speedy reconciliation 
os ig about between her and her legitimate hus- 

and. 

Several months ago I called on a Swiss family; they 
had come to Argentina about twenty-five years be- 
fore. The father for many years has been a con- 
firmed drunkard, and the mother had lost the little 
religion she had had in former days. She told me 
how different things were now from what they once 
had been. How for years she had practically aban- 
doned the church, because she could not understand 
Spanish preaching very well. And having left off 
uniting herself with God’s children, her own religious 
life had suffered more and more. “Oh, I am so un- 
happy, I want to go back to the Saviour, I must have 
peace in my heart.” I read passage after passage 
from her own Bible and she seemed to be more 
at peace. The following Sunday she came to the 
altar and surrendered her life to God. “I have such 
a wonderful peace now,” she said, “I must visit my 
married daughter and be a messenger of peace to her 
as you were to me.” 

When I was pastor in one of the provincial towns 
a few years ago, an Englishman who had been wan- 
dering up and down this country began to attend our 
services. He soon became aware of the fact that he 
had not lived up to the Baptismal Covenant of his 
boyhood days. For a long time he did some pretty 
hard thinking, and finally made the great decision of 
his life: He did so well that he was soon elected 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, and as class- 
leader he began to do valiant work for the Master. 
Recently he was married to an Argentine lady, and 
judging from a letter received from her lately, she 
is well under way towards accepting Christ. 

Is it worth the while to send missionaries to this 
far-off southland? Ask these. families whose lives 
have been so wondrously transformed; ask these re- 
deemed sinners, whose love,can never forget those 
who first brought them the good tidings. From all 
parts men and women are saying: “Come over and 
help us.” Who will say, “Here am I, send: me” ?— 
Ernesto N. Bauman, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


bd 
Just slip into your Bible study outfit “Riddle’s Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels,” showing in parallel 
columns the events, places, dates and location in each 
Gospel. The 25 cents you'll send to The ‘Sunday. 
School Times for it is an investment with big returns. 





Our half-illiterate Italian local preacher’ 





“Now, what.can I do for - 

























Golden Text.—Remember the words of 


LESSON 9. 





Luke 6: 30-38; 21: 1-4 


the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.—Acts 20: 35 


SEPTEMBER I. ~CHRISTIAN GIVING 









The Lesson Pilot 
Getting Started in Class - 
Wire an “ice gorge” in the Susquehanna River 


roke some winters ago, a dozen persons liv- 

ing on a little island above Columbia and 
Wrightsville, Pa., were in great peril. The late State 
Senator E, k. McConkey, of York, Pa., hastened to 
the scene, and in the goodness of a big heart made a 
tempting money offer to the sturdy rivermen of the 
vicinity to rescue the endangered islanders. The 
rivermen shrank from the great risk. Every moment 
was precious. Senator McConkey in desperation 
finally offered to go himself, and lead a party to the 
rescue. Three or four men then volunteered, and, 
roped together after the fashion of Alpine climbers, 
they ele the perilous trip to the island. Leaping 
from one piece of floating ice to another, they steadied 
themselves from time to time in order to pull out of 
the water some one of the rescuers who had slipped 
and fallen into the stream. They camie back with half 
the ice-imprisoned rivermen, the children being taken 
first. The brave leader was completely. exhausted, 
but the rivermen, thrilled by his example, made a 
second trip, and completed the rescue. 

James H. McConkey, author of “The Three-fold 
Secret of the Holy Spirit,” a brother of the heroic 
leader of that little party, found in the incident an 
illustration of Paul’s ‘statement about the liberal 
givers of the Macedonian churches, of whom Paul 
wrote to the Corinthian church in his second epistle 
(8:5) that they “first gave their own selves to the 
Lord,” and then to Paul, by the will of the Lord (Dr. 
Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 5). That brother had to give 
himself before he could give his money. « 

Ask the class if this is not the New Testament ideal 
of giving. We would perhaps rather hire a city mis- 
sionary * our church and let him, as our represen- 
tative, “rescue the perishing,” but doesn’t God want 
us_to go down into the slums ourselves? Once we 


_ give our lives as a living sacrifice, the money God has 


entrusted us ‘with will flow out in streams into his 
work. 


Our Background Material 


Is the passage in Luke 6: 20-46, from which the 
first part of the lesson is taken, Luke’s version of the 
Sermon on the Mount? Do not lose much time in 
discussing this, but note that the Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew 5:1 to 8:1 was spoken on the 
mountain top (Matt. 5:1). Luke in this account 
states that Christ, after a night of prayer on a moun- 
tain top, when it was day chose his disciples, “and 
came down with them and stood in the plain,” so that 
some commentators refer to Luke’s account as the 
Sermon on the Plain (Dr. Griffith Thomas, Connec- 
tion). And yet while Jesus had been engaged *with 
the multitude in the plain both Matthew and Luke 
record him as preaching this sermon or these two 
sermons, as the case may be, to the disciples. (Com- 
pare Matt. 5:1, 2 with Luke 6: 20.) 

The Companion Bible believes that the account in 
Luke is a repetition in a different form, and on a 
subsequent occasion, of certain parts of the Sermon 
on the Mount. Is it to be supposed that Jesus never 
repeated any part of his discourses? Would Jesus as 
the greatest of all teachers not apply the ; inciple of 
teaching emphasized in Isaiah 28: 9-13: “Whom will 
he teach knowledge? . . . for it is precept upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little”? 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face — at the end 

of certain pazagraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Did Christ mean in the statement which begins the 
lesson that we are to make ourselves the constant 
victims of beggars? Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) 
gives a satisfactory explanation of this at first puz- 
zling passage. When Jesus said, “Give to every one 
that asketh thee,” isn’t he asking us to give just as 
God gives? This is the very A, B, C of prayer. God 
gives to every one that asks him. It may not be ex- 
actly what is asked, because the petitioner may not 
know exactly what the will of God is concerning his 
petition. But it is always something (Matt. 7:7). 
As we follow this godlike principle of giving, is it 
ns ~_ that we are “sons of the Most High”? 

Vv. 35. 

The Golden Rule should apply to our giving. Are 
we so applying it? The true spirit of giving is based 
on it, as appears in verses 32-34. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
brings this out (I, 1), and the I!ustration Round- 


Devotional Reading: 2 Cor. 9 : 6-15. 
Additional “Mategel for Teachers : Chron. 29 : 1-5; Ezra 1: 2-4; 
Luke ei ; Rom. 12 :8; = Cor. 9: 61s A aA : 16. wt 
/ Primary junior Lesson : &xod. : \ 
Primary Memory .Verse ; ti is case Unaned to give than to 
receive.—Acts 20 : 35. 
Story Material: Exod 35: 20-29; 1 Kings 17: 816; John 
12 : 3-7. 
Senior, and Adult Topic : Our Gifts for the Kingdom: 
What Shall They Be . 
Additional Material: Exod. 25:2; Deut. 16:17; Prov. 3: 
Q 10; 11: 24, 25; Eccl. ax: 1, 2; Mal. 3: 10-12; 1 Cor. 16: 
1,2; 2 Cor, 8: 7-15; x Tim. 6: 17-19. 











30 Give to every one that asketh thee; and of him that 
taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 31 And as ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them like- 
wise-:"32 And if ye love’ them that love you, what thank 
have ye? for even sinners love those that love them. 
33 And if ye do good to them’ that de geod to you, what. 
thank have ye? for even sinners do thé same. 34 And if ye 
lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have 
ye? even sinners lend to singers, to receive again as much, 
35 But love your enemies, and do them good, and lend, 
lnever despairing; and y-ur reward shall be great, and ye 
shall be sons of the Most High: for he is kind toward the 
unthankful and evil. 36 Be ye merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful. 37 And judge not, and ye shall not be 
judged: and condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
release, and ye shall be released: 38 give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken to- 
gether, running over, shall they give into your bosom. 
For with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to 
you again. 

a1 : 1,And he looked up, # and saw the rich men that were 
casting their gifts into the treasury,, 2 And he saw a cer- 
tain poor widow casting in thither two mites. 3 And he 
said, Of a truth I say unto you, This poor widow cast in 
more than they all: 4 For all these did of their superfluity 
cast in unto the gifts; but, she of her want did cast in all 
the living that she had. 

1 Some ancient authorities read despairing of no man. 
2Or,.and saw them that... . treasury, and they were 
tich 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Table (1) furnishes a beautiful illustration of giving 
to a very literal énemy. 

Are we really giving unto others as we would have 
others give unto us? Do we keep a tract in our 
pocket to give to the man with whiskey on his breath 
who “braces” us for a dime or a quarter? But in 
this sort of giving do not forget James 2:15, 16. 

A striking difference in the rendering appears be- 
tween the King James and the American Revision of 
verse 35. The margin of the latter version says that 
“some ancient authorities read ‘despairing of no 
man.’” There is a wonderful encouragement in that 
rendering to pray for as well as give to a hopeless 
case. Dr. Griffith Thomas apparently inclines to the 
wording of the Authorized Version, but whichever 
rendering is right he points out (I, 2) the blessed 
result—God always rewards giving. 

Giving to the unworthy,—the trifling, worthless 
tramp, for instance? Yes, even that. Doesn’t God 
give that way? (v. 35, last clause.) Is there a “skimpi- 
ness” of blessing in our lives? Could it possibly be 
because we are “skimpy” in our giving? Here is a 
chance to lead the class to a deep heart-searching 
(Griffith Thomas, I, 4). If we are in earnest to 
find out what is lacking in our giving, we could not 
do better than to ponder Dr. Arthur T. Pierson’s 
study of the seven ways of giving, and then adopt the 
last one (Dr. Griffith Thomas, IV, 9). Mr. Ridgway 


points out (3) one way in which those who give get. . 


Mrs. Askew (1) tells what a girl got from giving as 
God gives. 

Compare Paul’s ideal of giving, mentioned in “Get- 
ting Started in Class” and by Dr. Thomas (III, 6), 
with Jesus’ estimate of giving, in the first section of 
the lesson. How much is a “mite”? It is said to have 
been one-fourth of a farthing, or one-eighth of a cent. 


In God’s eyes a quarter of a cent out of a widow’s ~ 


want is more than a million to endow a college out of 
a rich man’s “abundance,” or “superfluity” (Illustra- 
tion Round-Table, 3). 

Call the class’ attention to the interesting way in 
which Dr. Griffith Thomas applies the measuring 
tape to “mite boxes” (I, 3): Mr. Ridgway (3) 
jingles out upon the counter some “mites” that glit- 
ter like gold. 

Pucker describes the mechanical contrivance inte 
which the widow put those two mites, and Mrs. 
Bryner (1, 2) makes some valuable suggestions as to 
the importance of teaching children to give, and as to 
how they may do so. 

Jesus keeps an eye on the contribution plate (chap. 





21:1). That eye must blaze sometimes as it glances 
at the paltriness of the nickels and pennies over which 
the choir sings an offertory or the pastor makes a 
thanksgiving prayer. Perhaps some givers interpret 
too literally the “mite” part of this story, and forget 
that literal interpretations must go all the way, and 
that those two mites of the widow were “all the 
living that she had.” If they are going to be literal 
at one place they must be literal at another. 

But does God really expect everybody to give all 
their living? _ Pucker has a sensible explanation of 
this (3). This brings up the question of proportion- 
ate giving (see Dr. Griffith Thomas, IV, 8). Giving 
should be proportionate to what God has given to us, 
and there is another sense in which proportion comes 
in. Mr. Ridgway points it out (1). 

The teacher will be fortified in teaching this com- 
prehensive subject of Christian stewardship by study- 
ing the various aspects of it as noted by Br. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 5). Reserve enough time at the end of 
the lesson to, go over his six telling points in “The 
Heart of the Lesson.” 

What is it we give, anyhow? Pray with Mr. How- 
ard in “A Prayer Before the Lesson” for God to 
forgive us for thinking that we are giying “the 
things that we own.” Compare with this thought 
Matthew 25:14, reminding the class that the Lord 
has but entrusted us with “his goods,” and that he is 
coming again to receive an accounting of our stew- 
ardship, and to complete the meting out to us the 
measure by which we ourselves have measured. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


From Abraham on down, the Chosen People gave 
“out of” their prosperity. We are to give “according 
to” ours, as Dr, Griffith Thomas (IV, 8) point out. 
We cannot honestly do less than observe the law of 
the tithe. as our minimum, but our giving is under 
the liberty of grace—the marvelous liberty we have in 
Christ, and therefore the New Testament lays down 
no rules but the principle of “according to.” But if 
we have really given ourselves to God, we will turn 
over to him everything that we possess to use for 
him as he guides. 


Teaching Points 


“Judge not” (v. 37). Try the Golden Rule on the 
critical spirit. Criticize others as we would have 
others criticize us—pastor, choir, neighbors, and all. 
Read Charles Reade’s “Put Yourself in His Place,” 
and see how the application of that rule revolution- 
ized intolerable factory conditions in an old English 
city. So also the Round-Table (2). 

“With what measure ye mete” (v. 38). Shall I use 
my neighbor’s measuring rule or peck measure? Mrs. 
Askew points out a subtle temptation here (2). 

Giving is a “grace.” Paul calls it that’ (2 Cor. 
8:7) (Griffith Thomas, IV, 7). May it also be con- 
sidered a “means of grace”? (Pucker, .1.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Have you given your children yet? 

What are some of the things we can give besides 
money? 

_ Is it right to keep rewards in mind an incentive 
in our giving? See the Editorial Note on the first 
page, “Losing Crowns.” 

Does the promise that if we “give ‘it shall be given” 

unto us apply to this world as well as the next? Mr. 
Ridgway (1) evidently thinks so. 
_ Can any but a Christian lend, hoping for nothing 
in return? (Ridgway, 2.) Do nations who give as 
America has given, to Armenia, for instance, share 
in the blessings promised in this lesson? 


Should children be taught to give? (Pucker, 3, 


-and Mrs. Bryner, 1,2). Should they ever give money 


that they do not themselves earn? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions arid questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.) 


Conquering Evil (1 Kings 21: 1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21). 


Sin may possibly be covered up so that :t will not 
be discovered, though, through God’s providence in 
the world, men’s crimes are sooner or later exposed 
to the light of the law. But God never overlooks 
evil, as the guilty king and queen in this lesson 
found out. 

Can evil be conquered? In the individual life? In 
the world? How? 

What is the whole armor of God? Are we pano- 
plied in it? 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—One of the greatest rots of true 
Christianity is the spirit of giving. is lesson is, 
therefore, particularly appropriate after one on 
speaking, for deeds must follow words. The precepts 
in Luke 6 are taken from what is often called “ 
Sermon on the Plain,” or tableland, which some 
writers identify with and others distinguish from 
“The Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew 5 to 7. The 
general outline of Luke’s discourse is: (1) the peo- 
ple (vs. 20-26); (2) the principles (vs. 27-45) (3) 
the proof (vs. 46-49). The incident of the widow’s 
mites (not mite) comes from our Lord’s l.st days in 
Jerusalem. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Requirements of Giving (vs. 30-34). The first 
suggestion is the habit of giving (v. 30), referring 
not to indiscriminate almsgiving, which would do more 
harm than good, but to the spirit of large-hearted 
readiness to help. As a modern commentary rightly 
says, “by giving our Lord meant conferring a boon,” 
and this attitude or spirjt may sometimes be best ob- 
served by kage * actual giving, lest it should hurt 
instead of help. he ering laid down by Christ 
(v. 31) is sometimes called the Golden Rule, and 
means that we are to do to others as we desire them 
to do to us. Then follows the true spirit of giving 
(vs. $2-34) in showing that, while it would be quite 
easy to love and help those who are kindly disposed 
to us, yet our Christian duty goes far beyond this 
and must be concerned with all, whether they return 
our love or not. (1) 


The Rewards of Giving (vs. 35-38). And yet lov- 
ingkindness will not be forgotten, because God will 
see that such a spirit is rightly rewarded. The phrase 
(v. 35), “never despairing,” seems to mean that we 
are to give without ever despairing about our money 
of perhaps about the most hopeless cases or about 
our reward from God. Some great authorities, how- 
ever, still maintain that the King James Version is 
better, that we are to give without hoping for any- 
thing again (Psa. 15:5). _ In any case giving will re- 
ceive from God in some way or other a due reward, 
and while this is not to be regarded as a motive for 
giving, the truth cannot be overlooked. (2) 

The Recognition of Giving (21: 1-4). While Christ 
was sitting in the temple and noticed the many. gifts 
put into the treasury, he observed a poor widow 
giving her very small donation. But he recognized 
what it meant and said that she had really given more 
than all the rest, because while they had given of 
their superabundance she had put in all she pos- 
sessed. It is important to remember that the prov- 
erbial “mite,” or rather “two mites,” should not be 
considered merely as something small, but as a per- 
son’s entire possessions. If this were the way of our 
giving, what are often called “mite-boxes” would have 
to be very much larger. * Christ penetrated behind the 
actual gift to the spirit of the giver. (3) 

Devotional Reading.—2 Corinthians 9:6-15. The 
closing section of two chapters (8 and 9g) dealing 
with Christian giving. A full treatment of this im- 
portant topic can be seen in The Sunday School 
Times for 1916, p. 463. The section teaches three 
truths about giving: (1) the pleading (vs. 6-11) ; (2) 
the proof (vs. 12-14); (3) the praise (v. 15). (4) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

I Chronicles 29: 1-5; Esra 1: 2-4; Luke 16:9; 
Romans 12: 8; 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15; Hebrex . 13: 16. 
_All these passages are concerned with aspects of 
giving and should be used solely for this purpose. (5) 

1. 1 Chronicles 29:1-5. David’s concern for the 
house of God. (1) Preparation; (2) ‘consecration. 

2. Ezra 1:2-4. The restoration of the house of 
God. (1) Authority realized; (2) appeal made; (3) 
assistance invited. . 
_ 3. Luke 16:9. Part of a very difficult, but most 
important parable. (1) Faithfulness recognized; (2) 
faithfulness rewarded. 

4. Romans 12:8. (1) The fact of giving; (2) the 
spirit of giving. 

5. 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15. See above. 

6. Hebrews 13:16. (1) The requirement; (2) the 
reminder; (3) the revelation. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Our Gifts 
for the Kingdom: What Shall They Be? (Additional 
Material: Exod. 25:2; Deut. 16:17; Prov. 3:9, 10; 
11:24, 25; Eccl. 11:1, 2; Mal. 3: 10-12; 1 Cor. 16:1, 
2; 2 Cor. 8:7-15; 1 Tim. 6:17-19.) This question 

--can best be answered by considering the three sacri- 
fices found in the New Testament in connection .with 
the Christian life. 

t. Ourselves (Rom. 


12:1). ‘Bhe Christian life 
Starts here. 


Because of what God has done for us, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL” TIMES 


we are to yield ourselves to him for his possession 
and use. This js the meaning of Paul’s reference to 
the Christians at Corinth in connection with giving ; 
that “first they gave their own selves to the Lord” ~ 
(2 Cor. 8:5). (6) 

2. Our substance (Heb. 13:16). From God's pos- 
session of what .we are his possession of what we 
have will naturally follow, and the Apostle reminds 
us that we are to do good and to help others, this 
being regarded as a sacrifice. ea we possess 
is thus to be placed at Ged’s disposal for anything 
and everything he may determine (Phil. 4: 18). 

3. Our songs (Heb. 13:15)- It is very striking 
that Scripture speaks of “sacrifice of praise,” for 
people will naturally wonder in what sense praise 
can be called a “sacrifice.” Perhaps this means that a 
testimony by lip for Christ expressed in praise will 
often “cost” us a great deal, especially when we are 
ser with the opposition of those who do not accept 

rist. 

These are our gifts for the kingdom, and include 
our persons, our pocketbooks, and our praises. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Christian life has often been divided into the 
two sections of getting and giving. We start with 
coming to the Saviour to receive his grace, and then 
we proceed by giving ourselves to him and to his” 
service. This giving is not a matter of charity, but of 
absolute obligation (2 Cér. 9:9, 10), and Paul points 
it by showing the definite and remarkable example. of 
Christ himself (2 Cor. 8:9). As, therefore, we have 
received. we are to give, and it is important that. we 
should kecp vege | before us the principles of 
Christian giving. Paul does not hesitate to speak of 
it as a. “grace” (2 Cor. 8:6), thereby showing its 
sacredness and supreme importance. What, then, 
should actuate our giving? (7) 

1. It Must Be Universal. Every one must give and 
on every possible occasion. Our life and worship are 
only properly completed by giving. 

2. It Must Be Systematic. This is.the principle of 
laying by from time to time for God, and it will pre- 
vent any merely impulsive and haphazard giving. 

3. It Must Be Regular. Week by week it is worth 
= observing the Apostie’s rule until it becomes a 

abit. 

4. It Must Be Proportionate. We must give -not 
“out of,” but “according to” what we have (1 Cor. 
16:2; 2 Cor. 8:3, 12). The New Testament lays 
down no rule, whether of the tithe or not, but sim- 
ply the principle, which is to be rigidly and strictly 
applied. (8) 

5. lt Must Be Hearty. God loveth a “hilarious” 
giver (2 Cor. 9:7). This is the literal meaning of 
the Greek and skows that we are not to give reluc- 
tantly or from compulsion or from regret, but be- 
cause of the joy of self-sacrifice, 

6. It Must Be Spiritual. Dr. Pierson once described 
seven ways of giving: (1) the careless, giving some- 
thing to everything; (2) the impulsive, giving with- 
out proper consideration; (3) the lazy, giving just 
to avoid difficulty or to save inconvenience; (4) the 
self-denying, which often means saving the cost of 
luxuries; (5) the systematic, whatever may be the 
proportion, a tenth, or a fifth, or a third; (6) the 
equal, giving God as much as we spend on ourselves ; 
(7) the heroic, limiting expenses to a certain sum and 
giving the rest to God. (9) 

The contrast is often made between the Lake of 
Galilee, which receives and then gives out, and. the 
Dead Sea, which receives without giving out. This 
may be the reason for many a Christian experiencing 
spiritual starvation. They attend meetings, they en- 
ioy Bible expositions, and then when they go home it 
al evaporates, and year by year they go on without 
growing.. “He that soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly,” but if only he will give as God requires 
and desires, out of his sowing will come an abundant 
and ever-increasing spiritual harvest. ; 


V. Leading Questions 


Is Luke 6: 30 to be taken literally? If not, what is 
the underlying principle? 


Is Luke 6: 31 a good principle to observe in giving? 
What is the spirit emphasized in 6: 32-34? How 
and where is this illustrated in the New Testament? 
What is the bearing of 6: 37 on giving? 
: What is the spiritual force of Christ’s observation 
in Luke 21:1? 
Give New Testament passages showing Christ as 
the supreme example on giving (e. g., Gal. 2: 20). 


_ What are the main principles of giving laid down 
in the New Testament? 


In what sense is giving a “sacrifice”? 


What is the only time on record when people gave 
enough? (Exod. 25.) 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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_ Method books you need in Sunday-school work are 
listed in The Sunday School Times book catalog. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Do It Fust.”—As ye would. that men should do to 
ou (v. 31). David eraers version of the Golden 
ule was, “Do unto the other fellow the he’d like 

to do unto you—an’ do it fust.” David and you who 

laugh with the fine story think only of the fellow who 
is going. to “sting” you. From bey Sw ed of view it is 
bad policy and worse religion. But from the other 
side what a splendid se of the Golden Rule. 
Especially as lied in our lésson' to-day to the mat- 
ter of giving. He gives twice who gives “fust.” The 
missionary, w foreign, home, or slum, is open- 
ing up and cleaning up for business. Manufacturers, 
merchants, and tradesmen follow the cross and the 
scrubbing brush, So Mr. Man-with-goods-to-sell, “do 
it fust.” See all those colored folks who live down 
in The Neck and are fighting the ‘hard battle of life 
the best they can with their many handicaps? Well, 
they would like to serve you; be a blessing to you, 
make money for you as clerks, moulders, machinists, 

carpenters, bricklayers, dairymen, dressmakers, milli- 

ners, salespeople, weavers—but they cannot. How- 

ever, you can serve them—and “do it fust.” You give 
the white one “begging” for the “Brick” Church five 
dollars, but you give the colored one soliciting for 

“Zion African” fifty cents. And the colored folks have 

the greater need and harder problems and fewer re- 

sources. . The smart boss will raise wages before he 
is asked. The good-giver wiil run down the road 
to meet the cause he wants to help. “Ridgway, you 
must have lots of poor folks at Rock Run, here’s 
twenty-five dollars perhaps you can use,” said a man 
to me. That’s the kind I am talking about and the 
kind God loves also. (1) 


America’s Glory.—Do good, and lend, ee for 
nothing again (v. 35, A. V.). I was thinking we Chris- 
tians might as well appropriate this béatitude. We 
are forever being “touched” for loans, to be paid 
back “next pay day,” “next month,” “to-morrow,” or 
in some other beautiful future. I wonder if as much 
as five percent of such loans is ever repaid. By lend- 
ing and, “hoping for nothing again” we shall fulfil the 
divine injunction and be in about the same place we 
are now! Social lending is the poorest business on 
earth, especially for the impecunious brother: in: the 
church. This is not what Jesus is talking about. Out 
here in the countryside. we lend our aid, and any- 
thing else needed, for weddings, for funerals, for 
barn raisings, for butcherings, etc.,’and hope for noth- 
ing in return but our neighbor’s bighearted neighbor- 
liness. Because our hearts are in tune and it is a joy 
to do it. This is how Jesus would have us handle our 
finances and, praise the Lord, this is America’s great 
glory. When the call comes America pours out its 
money generously. For flood, famine, or war out go 
the food ships as evidence of our lending hand. It 
is only the Christ-touched heart that lends hoping 
for nothing. (2) 


Give to Get.—Give, and it shall be given unto you 
(v. 38). Qh, yes, you think money. “All Americans 
think about is money,” cries old Once Over from 
across the sea. What is money anyway? How do 
you get it? You must give to get it. The farmer 
gets it in the first place entirely from the soil. Did 
you ever get up before day and do the milking? Did 
you ever sweat until dark to save the hay? Out in 
Nevada they are getting gold and silver on the 2,000 
feet level. Men don’t wear furs on the 2,000 feet 
level! Give to get is an iron rule on earth and in 
heaven. Give God your life and you get abundant 
life. Give the world any good thing and the world 
pours its wealth at your feet. And comes running to 
do it. Edison gives us a safe and beautiful light and 
we make Edison a multimillionaire. Henry Ford 
gives us a good and cheap automobile, which makes 
our lovely Chester County a great park for every 
sober and industrious artisan, and we make Henry a 
very rich man. Burbank has given us some new and 
valuable fruits and we give him riches and honor. 
Give us a cure for cancer, give us a cure for tubercu- 
losis, my dear doctor, and see what we will do for 
you. Yes indeed, give and it shall be given unto you. 
What are you going to give the world, you youngsters 
over there? Up until now you have been simply a 
Getter. Look around you where you live and see if 
there is not some place where you can bestow your- 
self where you will be a gift. How about those poor 
old folks over town who are shut in and rarely see 
an outside smile or hear an inside song? Give Service 
and get love (Luke 16:9; Eccl. 11:1; Prov. 3: 
9, 10). (3) 

People’s ‘‘Mites.”—A certain poor widow casting 
in thither two mites (21:2). You do not have much 
to give? You have few talents and no genius? You 
have few graces and~no charm? Well, just behold 
this “certain poor widow” and her celebrated “two 
mites.” She threw in just what she had. There was 
once a very poor woman who could do only one thing 
superlatively. She blushed when she confessed_ it. 
Fry potatoes. Some charitable ladies set her-to fry- 
ing potatoes. She gave the world her mite of a po- 
tato fry and the world has made her rich. She 
started you to buying your fried potatoes at a’/gro- 
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store. Did you ever hear of “Pin 
+ he i ? “Mary Elizabeth 
Candy”? there was a poor 
woman named pence Hanks. The care 
of an ugly little kid named Abie Lin- 
coln -was the mite she threw in. Once 
there was a woman named Florence 
Nightingale. Nursing rude soldiers was 
her mite. Once there was a woman 
named Mrs. Mavor, and song made up 
her mites. Oh, yes, to be sure Ralp! 
Connor imagined her in Black Rock, but 
the Editor of this paper and I sat one 
night in _Doyer Street Mission, New 
York, and heard her sing, didn’t we, 
Old Blue Pencil? Twenty-five years 
ago I said to John Doan, “Come up to 
Rock Run with me and take a class of 
hoodlums I have for you there. 
John protested but came along and 
threw in his mite, and is still power baw 
Rock Run road with me at one-thirty 
by the clock every Sunday afternoon. 
And those “hoodlums” are some of the 
finest young men in town. Undoubtedly 
the Lesson Committee was thinking 
money when they selected tlis lesson, 
but dear me, money is the very poorest 
stuff to he and the last thing God 
wants (Hag. 2:8). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
erties see, Se 

ext are s ly 

stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 
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How He Captured the Helmet.—Love 
your enemies, and do'them good (6: 35). 
The story is told of a wounded Scotch 
Highlander, stroking a German spiked 
helmet, as he lay upon a cot in a Lon- 
don hospital. A nurse said to him, “I 
suppose you killed your man?” “No, in- 
deed,” was the reply: “It was like this: 
he lay on the field badly wounded and 
bleeding, and I was in the same condi- 
tion. I crawled to him and bound 
his wounds; he did the same for me. 
knew no German, and he knew no 
English; so I thanked him by just smil- 
ing. He thanked me by smiling back. 
By way of a token I handed him my 
cap, while he handed me his helmet. 
Then, lying side by side, we suffered 
together in silence till we were picked 
up by the ambulance squad No, I didn’t 
kill my man.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, 
Eng. (1) : 


Convincing Evidence. — Love your 
enemies (v. > Mrs. Bryson, in her 
“record of the tribulation” which fell 
on the Chinese Church during the Boxer 
rising, tells how an ex-Boxer said to old 
Deacon Wang, sneeringly, “What- evi- 
dence have you that your faith issof an 
avail? Why, your Jesus allowed a 
your family to be put to death.” “Evi- 
dence, did you say?” inquired the fine 
old man, calmly. y, the evidence is 
just here, that although you have de- 
stroyed my own flesh and blood, I have 
not sought to be revenged on you. 
Surely you need no other evidence to 
prove that this is a heavenly doctrine.”— 
From the Sunday School Chroniclie. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


It Ought to Work Both Ways.—Judge 
not (v. 37). A baker once admitted to 
a minister that he had long ceased te 
attend church. “I was formerly a mem- 
ber of a congregation,” he. said; “but 
being deceived by a preacher, I have lost 
confidence in all preachers, and will 
henceforth join no church.” To this the 
pastor replied, “A certain friend of mine 
had the same experience with a_baker. 
He sent to him for a fresh loaf of bread, 
but received a stale loaf, and now he 
distrusts bakers.” “But,” exclaimed the 
baker, “they are not all that way!” 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 1 (Luke 6 : 30-38 ; 21 : 1-4) 






“Neither are all preachers like the one 
of whom you speak. You have no reason 


therefore, for staying away from 

church.”—From the Christian Herald. 

Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The 
ize for this week is d to this 
ustration. (2) 


How Do You Sob?—As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye also to 
them (v.31). Old mammy came in to see 
me the other da ite exercised in her 
mind about Sis ine. “Sis Ca’line was 
tellin’. me bout some po’ fambly,” she 
said, “a snifflin’ through her nose an’ 
sayin’, ‘Hit’s a sad case, Sis Mirandy, 
dat I has sho’ shed a barrel o’ tears 
ober. ‘Dat’s sho’ ‘a lot o’ tears,’ 
*spoused I, ‘but what gib dat po’ 
fambly, Sir Ca’line? it would be mo’ 
comfortin’ to ’em ef you’d quit — 
and get busy cookin’ fer em.’ ut 
” said Mammy Mirandy, rolling 
her eyes, “Sis Ca’line takes out all her 
sympathy cryin’ ober de afflicted. You 
ain’t never heard her sob none wid her 
pocketi cok, has ye?” “Naw’n, I ’specs 
dere ain’t no cheaper way of helpin’ 
folks dan to cry ober ’em. An’ de funny 
part of hit is, if you do cry ober ’em 
ev’ybody says what a-kind, symperthetic 
heart you has got; an’ dey don’t take no 
notice dat all you draps in de conterbu- 
tion plate is a tear of pity."—-From Mis- 
SIONS. 

One Sign of a Live Church.—Casting 
their gifts into the treasury (21:1). 
The Bishop of Nelson geet Zealand), 
at a recent meeting, tald of two mer. 
who met recently, and one asked the 
other for a subscription for his cl.urch. 
The reply was that the church was al- 
ways wanting money. The other friend 
said, “When my lad was a boy, he was 
costly; he always wanted boots and 
shoes, stockings and clothes, and wore 
them out fast, and the older and stronger 
he grew the more money had to be spent 
on him, but he died, and does not now 
cost me a shilling.” “Yes,” said the 
Bishop, “a live chur‘ always wants 
money.”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


A Great Big Gift.—For she of her 
penury hath cast in all the living that 
she had (v. 4). “In one of our Sun- 
shine meetings,” writes a missionary, 
“we told the children about the Halifax 
sufferers. A few days later, a boy, 
scantily clad and without shoes, came to 
us requesting that we accept a dime that 
he had earned by carrying wood. ‘Send 
it,’ he said, ‘to them hungry children.’ ”— 
From Missions. Sent by Elsie C. Taber, 
Worcester, Mass. (3) 


we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how shamefully we have clung to the things 
that we think we own! How lovingly thou 
has tried to make wise stewards of us, in- 
stead of letting us be deceived by our own 
notion that we are the owners. We have 
even taken pride to ourselves when we have 
given back just a little of thy bounty. And 
for this pride, we ask thy forgiveness. May 
we learn how to distribute in righteous and 
generous ways what thou hast put in our 
keeping for a little while and thus fulfil thy 
purposes in the bestowal of the gifts where- 
with thou hast blessed us. In thy dear 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A bad memory 
makes a lot of trouble. Things that 
father or mother said yesterday, abso- 
lutely priceless in their value if remem- 
bered, are forgotten in the rush of to- 
day. And so we are great wasters of 
wisdom. The Golden Text of this les- 
son begins, with an important word. 
What is it? Yes, and we ought to re- 
member the words of one who said the 
most vital and needful words that could 
possibly be said. He said them in such 
simple, direct ways that folks did not 
always understand at the time how im- 
portant they were. Now this Lord 
Jesus said something about giving, that 
we very easily forget when we feel the 
touch of a bit of money in our pockets. 
He said, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” The world says, “It 





is more sensible to get than to give.” 
Judging by the way we use what we 
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have, which words, the world’s words 
or Jesus’ words, are we really valuing? 
Is our memory bad?. Do-we think that 
every kind of giving is Christian giving? 
The money that you give when you do 
not want to give it is not put forth in 
the spirit of Christian giving. 


REMEMBER 


aESUS ays WORDS ON (FIVING 
WHICH ? 


Let’s test our giving by remembering 
what Jesus said about it. Will it stand 
the test? 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“ My Jesus, as thou wilt.” « 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“ When Jesus comes in.” 

“ Love divine, all loves excelling.” 

“ Where He leads me I will follow.” 
“My Jésus, I love Thee.” 

“For the beauty of the earth.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 96 : 1-13 (193 : 1-3). 
Psalm 72 3 8-17 (153 : 1-3). 
Psalm 93 1-12 (17 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126: 1-6 (261: 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 21-28 (240: 1-4). 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON Teacuinc.—God loves- a 


cheerful giver. 
Notes.—Children need early training 


toward regular, intelligent. giving to 
God’s work and to others. Fwo Bibie 


stories are suggested for to-day. A. 


good opportunity is afforded to explain 
and introduce Duplex envelopes for Pri- 
mary children to use. This plan proves 
successful in training children and se- 


curing enlarged gifts. Children have a 


— to know what. is done with their 
offerings (Duplex Envelope Company, 
Richmond, Va.). (1) 

Introduction. — Let several children 
write or draw one of God’s good gifts 
to everybody: sunshine, water, trees, 
grass, flowers, snow, stars, day, night, 
etc. Relate and repeat a Bible text about 
each one, if you can, then together, 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father.” Sing, (2) 

“ For the fruit upon the tree, 
For the birds that sing of Thee, 
For the earth in beauty drest— 
Father, mother, and the rest. 
For Thy precious, loving care, 
For Thy bounty everywhere— 
Father in Heaven—we thank Thee.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, 7§ cents.) 


We often pray, Give us this day our 
daily bread. Did you ever think how 
many people, animals, birds, and insects 
God feeds every day? During this sum- 
mer God has given food enough to put 
away for winter use. 

“ All good. gifts around us 
Are sent from God above; 


Then thank the Lord, Oh, thank the Lord 
For all His love.” 


Repeat as a prayer, Father, we thank 
Thee for the night, etc. God showed 
his great love by. giving his very best 
for the world (John 3:16). We should 
thank him not only with words, but by 
iving to his work and to others. 
eople have given many buildings: 
churches, hospitals, schools, for the wor- 
ship of God and to help others. 
Lesson Stories—A _ beautiful Bible 
story tells how gladly people gave to 
help build the first house for God’s 





worship (Exod. 35:20-29). It was 





pea a big, beautiful tent, which 
could be moved from place: to place, 
while God’s people traveled to their 
Promised Land. God told Moses what 
would please him, and gave him a pat- 
tern for their tabernacle. Moses told 
the people and set a time for them to 
bring their offerings. 

They hadn’t much money, but the 
women Me ae ve bracelets, rings, 
ear-rings, and other jewels of gold; 
men brought skins and goats’ hair, fine 
linen and things to make blue, purple, 
and scarlet cloth for curtains. he 
women knew how to spin and make 
them. Others brought silver, brass, and 
wood; some of the rulers gave precious 
stones, sweet-smelling spices, and oil. 
Everybody gave willingly, until Moses 
said there was enough. 

When the tabernacle was finished, 
God’s glory shone round about it to 
show that he was pleased, and the people 
were happy because they had given to 
build it. 

There is another beautiful Bible story 
about giving to help another. In a far- 
away country there had been no rain for 
a long time. New crops had not grown. 
Many people were poor and hungry. 
widow and her boy had only enough 
meal and oil for one meal. They were 
hunting a few sticks to make a fire to 
bake their bit of bread, when God’s 
prophet, Elijah, met them and asked: 
Will you bring me a drink of water, and 
fetch some bread for me to eat? When 
the widow told Elijah how poor they 
were and how little they had (1 Kings 
17: 8-16), he said, Make me a little loaf 
first, then for yourself and your boy, 
for thus saith the Lord: The barrel of 
meal shall not waste, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. 
Cheerfully she cared for Elijah, and 
God kept his promise to her. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 


After the Story.—God is most pleased 
when children give to him their hearts’ 
best love, for then he knows they will 
gladly give to help others. Sing, “Give, 
said the little stream,” or “Flowers give 
to us sweet perfume,” or other giving 
songs. Sometimes other gifts than 
money make a stronger appeal to chil- 
dren: crackers and milk for the day 
nursery; jelly, canned, or fresh vege- 
tables, sugar, eggs, fruit, etc., for the 
Old. People’s or Children’s Home; toys, 
books, hair-ribbons, knives, thimbles, © 
scissors for children in a Home Mission 
school. (Suggest some object.) 

God gives us all our days, but wants 
us to give back one day each week for 
worship; God gives to us everything 
that we have, but wants us to share with 
him and with others. If your father 
atte to you a bag of candy with ten 
ovely pieces in it, would you not share 
one piece with him? (to illustrate tithe- 
giving.) A beautiful true story of a 
child’s tithe-giving is found in “Part- 
nership With God,” or “Little Marga- 
ret and Her Three Boxes,” by Mrs. 
Della Geggie (114 West Grant Street, 
Minneapolis, Minn., 25 cents). 

Peoria, It. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Christian Giving: (1) Its Motive; (2) 
its Method; (3) its Measure; and (4) its 
Results. ‘ 


66 HO is the very happiest girl you 
Wie: ?” You may get your lesson 
started with this question to-day. The 
very happiest one J know is a certain 
young college girl, who is not at all ri 
has fewer pretty clothes than any gir 
in her class, has not a single beautiful 
feature, nor even a single marked talent 
for the entertainment or admiration of 
others, and has more than one hard 
problem in her life to weigh down her 
spirit. Yet she is the girl all the others 
are “crazy” about, she is the one who is 
trusted with all their confidences, she is 
the one whose face is always so bright 
with genuine happiness that to meet’her 














is to want her for .a friend, and the 








memory of that shining face brightens 
the lives of all of us who know her. 
Why? Because she has learned the se- 
- cret of genuine giving, without which no 
life is worth the living. Giving what? 
Why, just her whole-hearted interest to 
those about her, and her whole self to 
the needs she has learned to see around 
her. And she learned this heavenly 
magic from her Master, for she first 
gave her own self to him and ‘now 
measures her giving by his. Let’s dig 
into that secret of a happy life for our- 
selves a little while now. (1) 


1. Why should we who are Christians 
give, whether that giving be simply our 
money or our lives? Getting is the law 
of life for those who know not our 
Master; but we are to be like him, and 
his whole life was a gift, as our recent 
studies in Mark showed so clearly. We 
give also because through giving we can 
further his kingdom in this world, and 
we give money because we have the ex- 
plicit command in his Word so to help in 
spreading his Gospel (2 Cor. 8:5; Prov. 
3:9). And we who know the love of 
Jesus give out of sheer gratitude, re- 
membering how he gave himself for us 
(2 Cor. 8:9; Gal. 1:4). 

2. How can we best give when such 
motives move us to meet this obligation? 
Again God’s Word is perfectly plain on 
this point; liberally, and cheerfully (2 
Cor. 9:6, 7; 1 Chron. 29:9); regu- 
larly (i Cor. 16:2); without show or 
advertisement (Matt. 6:3); through the 
church of God (Mal. 3: 10, “my house” ; 
1 Cor. 16:1, 3, “for the saints,” “to the 
churches,” “to carry your bounty unto 
Jerusalem”; Acts 6: 1-3). 

3. What should be the measure of 
that giving which is part of our wor- 
ship? “According as a man hath,” says 
the Bible (2 Cor. 8:12; Acts 11:29); 
as God prospers us (1 Cor. 16:2) ; with- 
out stint (Matt. 10:8; Luke 6: 30-38); 
to all who need (Eccl. 11:1; Prov. 25: 
21; t Tim. 6: 17-19; Acts 20:35). Note 
that not one word do we find about 
measuring our ye by those of others, 
which is one of Satan’s subtle tempta- 
tions, or even by our own past ability 
or habit. Many believe that a tenth is 
the least we are taught to give—of our 
money—and surely it is the least we 
shall want to give when we begin to 
measure our gifts A His who gave him- 
self for us. We shall want to give as 
often as the need arises, as Paul’s Phil- 
ippians did (Phil. 4: 16), instead of com- 
plaining that the need arises so repeat- 
edly ; and we shall be empowered to give 
even “beyond our power,” and out of 
“deep poverty,” perhaps, as others in 
Macedonia did (2 Cor. 8:1-3), and as 
did the unnamed widow who received 
her Master’s full commendation (Luke 
21: 1-4), because he measured her gift 
by what she kept rather than by what 
she gave, as we have to do when we try 
to judge another’s gift. (2) 

4. And now for some of the results 
of such giving—true Christian giving. 
A little warning against hard-and-fast 
judgments in this matter may be helpful 
to young people, remembering that we 
can know only part of the truth -in 
any case, and so ought not to try to 
prove, by example from life, either the 
fulfilment or failure of these promises, 
unless it be in our own lives. “Examine 
yourselves” is a wise motto for us all. 

Almost every verse referred to in this 
lesson a a promise of abundant 
blessing to follow true Christian giving. 
Note them, and if time permits note 
also some of the results of covetousness, 
—that sin which is fostered by disre- 
gard of God’s laws on giving. But close 
where we began, with the pure joy of 
such giving as can expect God’s love (2 
Cor. 9:7), and therefore will find the 
literal fulfilment of Jesus’ own word 
that “it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” 

Home Study 


Ask the girls to complete the last point 
in this study by looking up the follow- 
ing references: Proverbs 3:9, 10; II: 
24,25; 22:9; 28:27; Isaiah 58: 10; Luke 
6:38; Matthew 6: 4; 19:21. Ask them to 
make definite li in their note-books 
of the blessings promised in these verses. 


Atianta, Ga, 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Story of a stingy church- 
member. 

Explanations: What the treasury was; 
in what way the widow gave more than 
they all. 

Main points: Motives for Christian 
giving; a tenth the Bible standard; im- 
portance of early habit. 











EACHER began this lesson with a 

story about a man who boasted that 
he ef belonged to the church for 
twenty years and it hadn’t cost him but 
seventy-five cents. -Then he asked us 
what we thought of such a man. 

“I’d call him a regular old sponger,” 
spoke up Bumps. 

“Aw, but the church is vies beg- 
ing far money,” sneered ulldog 
ones. “You don’t hardly get in the 
pew till they stick a collection plate un- 
der your nose.” 

“You heard that from. some loafer 
down at the livery barn, who never went 
to church in his life,” remarked Bert. 
But teacher only laughed. 

“That sounds funny these days,” he 
explained. “The funds required by the 
church work seem very modest beside 
the calls ef the government, the 
Y. M. C. A., Red Cross, etc.” 

Bulldog looked sort of foolish at that, 
and teacher went on to ask why every 
Christian should give liberally to sup- 
port the work of Christ’s kingdom. 

Fatty said if Christians didn’t support 
the church, pretty soon we wouldn’t 
have any church, and then we would all 
get to be heathen. 

Bert thought that others had pro- 
vided these privileges for us, and we 
ought to pass them on to others, “Freely 
ye have received, freely give.” 

My mother says if a Christian doesn’t 
ive he'll backslide just as he does if he 
oesn’t pray and read the Bible, and 

teacher agreed that giving is a real 
means of grace. “The liberal soul shall 
be made fat.” (1) 

Carl gave the best reason of all. He 
said if we really love Jesus and the peo- 
ple he died for, we will just want to give 
for his honor and their salvation. 

Well, with that we turned to the les- 
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son about the poor widow who put all 
she had in the collection plate. It seems 
that they had.a big box with a slot in it 
(teacher says there were thirteen of 
them in the Women’s Court), for the 
people to put their offerings in to sup- 
port the temple. I suppose some of the 
pork kings and oil kings and such used 
to make a regular show of dropping in 
big donations in gold, while the crowd 
aH ga and exclaimed: “Oh, how 
liberal,” “What wonderful generosity.” 
Then there came along a poor, thin, bent, 
little old widow. All she had left from 
her last wash money was two mites, 
equal to about two-fifths of a cent, and 
no more coming in till she could go out 
and earn it, and then maybe get stood 


off because the lady of the house wasn’t |. 
in when she took the washing home, or’ 


was too busy. But this widow was a 
Christian. She loved God and was 
bound not to get cheated out of the priv- 
ilege of giving what she could. So she 
watched her chance when there wasn’t 
any millionaire around, and the people 
were all looking the other way. Then 
she slipped up and dropped in all she 
had, probably what she had planned to 
buy a cracker for supper with. No won- 
der Jesus said she gave more than all 


the multimillionaires and nabobs put to- 


gether. They had enough left so they 
didn’t even have to use last year’s car 
another season nor stint themselves on 
a single gallon of- gasoline, while she 
went to bed hungry. (2) 

Then teacher thinks there there is an- 
other way of measuring gifts,—accord- 
ing to the love back of them; and ac- 
cording to that standard she gave a bil- 
lion more than the rest, for most of 
them contributed to show off, while she 
gave because she loved God. 

Bulldog thought any one was bug- 
house to give away all he had and not 
save any to live on. Teacher agreed 
that most of us couldn’t do that way. 
We must meet other obligations, too. 
He says we shall not go far wrong if 
we give one-tenth of our income to 
God’s work, as the Bible says. Even we 
boys, he-thinks, ought to lay aside the 
Lord’s share whenever we earn a dol- 
lar. Then we can give something to 
every good cause that comes along, un- 
til our nickels or dimes are helping in 
every part of the world. Best of all, he 
says, we shall be forming the habit of 
honoring the Lord with our substance, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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so that we shall love to give, and, he 
says, if we don’t form that habit now, 
when shall we form it? (3) 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1 Kings 21: {-29; Ephesians 5: 6-21 
Teacher told us the next lesson con- 
tains instructions how not to be cap- 
tured by the enemy in the great war be- 


tween good and evil. He wants us to 
find : 


A-star shell to light the enemy’s 
works (Eph. 5:14). 
Some spies (Eph. 5:6). 
_A dangerous sector (Eph. 5:3, 4). 
A smoke screen (Eph. 5: 12, 13). 
_A gas mask (Eph. 5:19, 20). 
The flag to march under (Eph. 5: 2): 
Terre Haute, Ino. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





September 8. Training Conscience and trained 
by Conscience. Prov. 20: 27; Psa. 51: 
1-13. (May be led by the pastor.) 

September 15. The Saloon Power and How to 
Overthrow It. Hab. 2: 1-i7. 

September 22. Lessons from Bible Characters. 
Heb. 11 : 32-40; 12: 1, 2. 

September 29. Lessons from Favorite Hymns. 
Acts 16: 22-25; 2 Chron. 5: 11-14. 


Sunday, September 1 
All for Christ. 3. Our Tongues 
(James 3 : 1-12) 
(Consecration Meeting). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Testifying in Christ (Acts 1 : 1-8). 

Tues.—The tongue in leash (Psa. 34: 
11-16). 

Wed.—Praising God (Rev. 7 :.9-17). 

Thurs.—Warning: men (Ezek. 2: 1-10). 

Fri.—Wise words (Isa. 50 : 4-9). 

Sat.—Gracious words (Gen. 50: 15-21). 











Why must our tongues be converted? 

How does uncontrelled speech bring Christ 
into disrepute? 

How can we master our tongues? 


ILLIAM PENN reflected “On the 

Government of Thoughts” and “Of 
Conduct in Speech,” in “Some Fruits of 
Solitude” and his wise words are good 
counsel for us to-day, more than two 
centuries after they were written. He 
knew that if our tongues are to belong 
to Christ and to be used for him alone, 
our thoughts must first be his. 

4 

“Man being made a reasonable and 
so a thinking creature, there is nothing 
more worthy of his being. than the 
right direction and employment of his 
thoughts; since upon this depends both 
his usefulness to the public and his own 
present and ‘future benefit in all respects. 

“The consideration of this has often 
obliged me to lament the unhappiness 
of mankind, that throrzh too great a 
mixture and confusion of thoughts have 
been hardly able to make a right or ma- 
ture judgment of things. 

“Clear therefore thy head and rally 
and manage thy thoughts rightly, and 
thou wilt save time, and see and do thy 
business well; for thy judgment will. be 
distinct, thy mind free, and thy facul- 
ties strong and regular. 

“Always remember to bind thy 
oor te the present occasion. 

“If it be thy religious duty, suffer 
nothing else to share in them. And if 
any civil or temporal affair,.observe the 
same caution, and thou wilt be a whole 
man to everything, and do twice the 
business in the same time. —_ 

“If any point over-labors thy mind, 
divert and relieve! it by some other sub- 
ject of & more sensible or manual na- 
ture, rather than what may affect the 
understanding; for this were to write 
one thing upon another, which blots out 
our former impressions, or renders them 
illegible. 

“They that are least divided in their 
care, always give the best account of 
their business. 

“As therefore thou art always to pur- 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 1 (Luke 6: 30-38 ; 21 : 1-4) ¢ 


sue the present subject till thou hast 
mastered .it, so if it fall out that thou 


- hast more affairs than one upon thy 


hand, be sure to prefer that which is of 
most moment, and will least wait thy 
leisure. 

“It is the advantage that slower tem- 


. pers have upon the men of lively parts 


that, th they do not lead, they will 
follow well, and glean clean. 

“Inquire often, but judge rarely, and 
thou wilt not often be mistaken. 

“Beware also of affectation in speech; 
it often wrongs matter, and ever shows 
a — edo ae ; e 

7 properly, and in as few words 
as you can, but always plainly; for the 
end of speech is not ostentation but to 
be understood. 

“They that affect words more than 
matter will dry up that little they have. 

“Sense never fails to give them that 
have it words enough to make them un- 
derstood. 7 - 

“But it too often happens in some con- 
versations, as in apothecaries’ shops, 
that those pots that are empty or have 
things of small value in them are as 

udily dressed and flourished as those 
that are full of precious diugs. 

“Nor can spirits ever be divided that 
love and live in the same divine prin- 
ciple, the root and record of their 
friendship. . 

“Death is but crossing the world as 
friends do the seas, They live in one 
another still.” 


And he wrote this good advice to his 
children: “In conversation mark well 
what others say or do, and hide your 
own mind, at least till last; and then 
open it as sparingly as the matter will 
let you. A just observance and_reflec- 
tion upon men and things give wisdom ; 
those are the great. books of learning 
seldom read. The laborious bee draws 
honey from every flower. Be always on 
your watch, but chiefly in company, then 
be sure to have your wits about you and 
your armor on; speak last and little, but 
to the point. Interrupt none, anticipate 
none, read Proverbs 10:8, 13.. Be quick 
to hear, slow to speak, Proverbs 17:27. 
It gives time to understand and ripens 
an answer. Affect not words but mat- 
ter, and chiefly to be pertinent and 
plain; truest eloquence is plainest; and 
brief speaking, I mean, brevity and 
clearness, to make yourselves easily 
understood by everybody, and in as few 
words as the matter will admit of, is 
the best.” i 


Have we mentioned Christ’s name 
aloud to-day? 


Have we spoken it to any one? 
New York City, 





[ Children at Home 








Tattle-Tale Pumpkins 
By Hilda Richmond 


6“ HAT in the world is the matter?” 

asked Mrs. Bliss, running as fast 
as she could to where Jack and Betty 
Garvin were crying as if their hearts 
would break. Betty was ten and Jack 
a year younger, so they had big voices, 
and it was no wonder Mrs. Bliss, pre- 
serving rhubarb in her big kitchen, 
heard the outcry. “You children make 
enough fuss to wake up the whole eigh- 
borhood,” she added, as the children 
tried to sob out the story. “One at a 
time, and maybe I'll get the straight of 
the story.” 

“We've lost the pumpkin seed!” 
wailed Betty. 

“It leaked out of the paper bag!” 
howled Jack. 

“Mamma wanted us to plant it in her 
sweet-corn patch,” said Betty. 

“There isn’t a seed left,” put in Jack, 
holding up the bag with the small round 
hole in it. 

“Is that all?” said the lady. “I 
thought somebody had been killed. I 
have plenty of pumpkin seed, and you 









can have all you want. Now stop cry- 
ing.” 

“But these were prize pumpkins, and 
Mamma wanted to send the biggest one 
to Uncles John,” said Betty, crying 
harder than ever. “We went back the 
same way we came, over the cornfield, 
but Jim is harrowing the corn and we 
couldn’t find a single one. Oh, dear! 
Oh, dear!” . 

“That big prize pumpkin that was in 
Smith’s hardware store?” asked Mrs. 
Bliss. I have plenty of that seed. Mr. 
Smith is my nephew and he gave me a 
big package of it. I’ve planted all I) 
want to and you may have the rest. 
Come on in and wash your faces and 
eat some cookies, and then you can 
plant the seeds.” / 

Mrs: Garvin had gone away. that after- 
noon to spend a few days with her 
sister, so she gave the children the 
pumpkin planting task to help them get 
through the long afternoon. When she 
got home they forgot all about the lost 
seeds, and then they went to visit their 
grandmother, so rs. Garvin knew 
nothing of the trouble out of which Mrs. 
Bliss had helped them. She only knew 
that some remarkably fine pumpkin vines 
were growing in her garden, and the big 
yellow flowers would soon turn into lit- 
tle green knobs in the sunshine and rain, 
and later to big yellow pumpkins. It 
was a busy summer and fall came very 
soon. : 

“Strangest thing happened to-day that 
I ever saw,” remarked the hired man as 
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he came in from a morning of corn- 


cutting... “There’s a zigzag path of the 
biggest pumpkins I ever saw right across 
that little cornfield back of the barn. I 
wish you'd all come out and see them 
after dinner. I never saw such whop- 
rs.” 
“Our lost seed!” cried Jack and Betty 


together as they saw those monstrous’ 


pumpkins shining in the sun. “Isn’t 
that odd?” 

Then the story came out and they all 
laughed to think how the pumpkins told 
the story when the children had forgot- 
ten it. “What’s the name of the big fel- 
lows?” asked the hired man, trying to 
pick up the biggest one of all and find- 
ing it a difficult task. “They’re prize 
pumpkins for sure.” 

“TI guess they’re the Tattle-Tale Pump- 
kins,” said Betty when no one knew the 
right name. “Anyhow they told on us 
nicely.” 

The Garvins never found out the cor- 
rect name of the wonderful pumpkins, 
but to this day they still call them the 
Tattle-Tale Pumpkins as they exhibit 
them at fairs and give them away to 
friends. Jack and Betty are almost old 
enough for high school, but they still 
raise the big pumpkins, and still have 
fun thinking of the day they sat weep- 
ing in the grass, thinking the seed was 
lost forever. Many a big Jack-o-Lan- 
tern has grown in the fields since that 
day, and there is always enough of the 
seed on hand so that losing a little bag 
of it now would not be much of a 
calamity. 

Kenton, OHIO. 





[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing 





* 
The ‘‘New View” of the Bible 


This article reviews “The Religions 
of the World,” by George A. Bar- 
ton, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of 
Biblical Literature and Semitic Lan- 
_guages_in Bryn Mawr College. _ 
(University of Chicago Press, Chi- 
cago, $1.50 net.) 


N THE series of hand-books of Re- 

ligion and Ethics, issued among the 
University of Chicago publications in 
Religious Education, Professor Barton 
contributes this brief study of the re- 
ligions of the world. The book is ad- 
mirably arranged and indexed, with 
copious classified bibliography, and it is 
written in the lucid style of its dis- 
tinguished author. It is well adapted 
for a text-book and for ready reference. 

It is doubtful if any devotee of any 
religion in the history of the world 
would ever be willing to subscribe to a 
statement of his religion made by one 
who did not believe in it. On the other 
hand no statement of a religion by one 
of its devotees ever satisfied those who 
did not believe in that religion. Thus, 
studies in comparative religion can 
never be known certainly to present the 
truth, except it be according to the 
Ritschlian idea that “it is the truth for 
the one who wrote it,” and for such as 
hold his view! 

As much as is possible, this book by 
Professor Barton is a fair and impar- 
tial statement of the principal ancient 
and modern non-Biblical religions. The 
author has undoubtedly assayed the 
same neutral tone so admirably sus- 
tained in his “Archeology and the 
Bible,” and seemingly, in this part of 
this book, with equal success. 

But in his statement concerning Bibli- 
eal religions, or as he classifies them, 
The Religion of Israel, Judaism, and 
Christianity, the case with the author is 
totally different. He is, himself, a man 
of the Bible discussing Biblical relig- 
ions. Manifestly the statement of these 
Biblical religions must be what the au- 
thor believes the religions to be, if he. 
is honest,—and no one who knows Pro- 
fessor Barton could think of him as be- 
ing anything else than honest. So here 
we have Professor Barton’s view of the 
religion of Israel, of Judaism, and of 
Christianity, which is, however, the view 








of but a small proportion of those who 
bear the Christian name in the world. 

The religion of Israel is presented as 
it is made to appear by the rearrange- 
ment of Old Testament Scripture ac- 
cording to a quite radical acceptance of 
the Wellhausen Documentary Theory,— 
in popular phrase, the position of the 
Higher Critics. Accordingly, there is 
little if any objective revelation, but 
only subjective revelation, revelation 
that came up rather than down. An al- 
most wholly new Decalogue is recog- 
nized, displaced at a ‘ater date by the 
one we now have. The predictive ele- 
ment of prophecy is almost wholly elim- 
inated or reduced to the apocalyptic 
dreaming of post-exilic days or Macca- 
bean times. Yet there is a distinct rec- 
ognition of a strong Messianic hope in 
Isaiah 53 fulfilled “only in Jesus.” 

Christianity is presented as a devel- 
opment, very different in post-Apostolic 
and Patristic times from what it was in 
the days of Christ, and from what He 
believed and taught. There is no men- 
tion of a virgin birth, no miraculous 
manifestations in the life of Jesus, and 
no atonement. The disciples “believed” 
Jesus “was alive” after his death, and 
also “believed” that he went into 
heaven, but there is no hint concerning 
what Professor Barton believes on these 
subjects. Paul, a mystic, devised the 
doctrine of the trinity, and John, in 
combating Gnosticism, evolved the idea 
of the deity of Jesus! 

Professor Barton’s book is an ex- 
ceedingly clear presentation of these 
views of the Biblical religions. Those 
who wish to have the “new view” in 
compact, unequivocal statement will find 
nothing more satisfactory in that respect 
than this book. 


Five Young Men (By Charles Rey- 
nolds Brown, D.).—To mouernize 
Bible characters is a gift of real value, 
and here it is done with Joseph, Samson, 
David, Isaiah, and our Lord. Their 
lives are applied to present-day needs, 
especially of young men, and the vari- 
ous incidents in the history are used to 
point truths which are rightly called 
“Messages of Yesterday for the Young 
Men of To-day.” The critical view 
taken detracts from the value of the 
book: to those who believe in ‘the full 





authority and inspiration of Scripture, 
and the interpretations here and there 
are not convincing. But the book is 
written with virility, pungency, and real- 
ity, and if only more of the dynamic of 
grace were included, these would be 
model addresses to young men. It is a 
great lack in much modern preaching 
that ideals are set forth without people 
being shown how to realize them. Good- 
ness is fine and essential, but grace is 
needed as well. (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, 75 cents net.) 


The Soul of the Soldier (By Chaplain 
Thomas Tiplady). — Everything that 
helps us to understand and enter into 
the life, character, and needs of the sol- 
diers at the front is welcome, and the 
two books by this author, of which the 

resent is the second, are among the 

st of their kind. They reveal the 
British soldier as few other works do, 
and the blend of “grave and gay” is 
both delightful and touching. No one 
can read these vivid sketches without 
being the better for them and thanking 
God that amid the awful carnage there 
is so.much that is noble, inspiring, and 
assuring in human life and endeavor. 
The records are astonishing. It is a 
book of immense fascination and ought 
to be read and circulated far and wide. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.25 net.) 

The Mother in the Home (By Jo- 
sephine Story).—The short articles 
gathered into this volume have ap- 
peared in various magazines, and are 
common sense preachments directed at 
the modern mother. She is told to con- 
serve her strength, to find time for fun, 
never to worry, to be the mistress in her 
own home, and to let the children bear 
their share of the sacrifices. In the 
thick of her problems she is to brace 
herself with the thought of the compen- 
sating years ahead, when, in the autumn 
of life, she rests from her labors, her 
children successful and happy. (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, 75 cents net.) 


The Tender Pilgrims (By Edgar De 
Witt Jones, D.D.)—A short but elo- 
quent plea for a more conscientious 
study of the child problem, socially and 
industrially, but primarily in the church. 
The author argues that we are not suf- 
ficiently aroused to the force of early 
spiritual impressions received by the 
plastic, trusting souls of little children, 
especially in their action throughout their 
later years. He calls upon his brother 
ministers to find among these little ones 
their finest material and their greatest 
opportunity. (Christian Century Press, 
Chicago, 85 cents.) 

The Highway of Life (By Hugh T. 
Kerr, D.D.).—Dr. Kerr’s four sermons 
deal with a variety of topics suited to 
the present time, 'and are illustrated b 
recent incidents. Manliness, thoughtful- 
ness, forcefulness, and earnestness char- 
acterize the treatment, and the book ful- 
fils two requirements of preaching: that 
a man should have something to say, and 
then say it. The religious messages of 
this book are of permanent value and 
importance. (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York, $1 net.) 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following -rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: 








Five or more copies, either | 
$1.00 ..” 4 


to separate addresses or ina 
package * one address,$1 each,per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
ov copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, = 
. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Economy 
and Comfort 


fy VERE Wwe ERE the vogue 
this year, Keds will make the 
sun-shiny days more pleasant and 
enjoyable. Wearing these restful 
hot-weather shoes, your feet will 
step more lightly—you will know 
the true meaning of foot-ease in 
walking. 


Keds are the last word in 
Summer footwear. The soles are 
of live, springy rubber; the tops 
of high-grade canvas, flexible, 
yielding to every step. 


Trim-looking, long-wearing 
Keds are made by the world’s 
largest rubber-manufacturer-in-a- 
variety of styles and grades. 
There is satisfaction in every pair 
and their price is within range of 
every purse. 


Whether you tread the soft 
turf or city pavements, Keds are 
the Summer shoes to suit your 
every purpose. They mean 
style, economy, service for all 
the family. x 


More than 50,000 dealers in 
the United States have Keds. 
Ask your dealer for Keds. Look 
for the name “Keds” stamped on 
the sole. 





| National Keds 
$1.50 up 


| Campfire Keds 
$1.25 up 


Champion Keds 
$1.00 up 
Sizes for boys and girls cost less 


United States 
- Rubber Company 


New York 
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. For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE aations have never before been 
subject to such a ordeal as that 
in which to-day they d themselves. 
Men are staggering te and fro like those 
drunken in the night, and their very 
hearts are failing them for fear. What 
the attitude of every child of God in 
this tragic hour should be seems plain/ 
In addition tc kis being a patriot and a 
loyal. supporter o€ a righteous govern- 
ment, he has, by the fact of his being a 
child of God, been created an interces- 
sor, and he must hie away to the mercy- 
seat to lay the nation’s needs before 
God. Writing some time ago from the 
“War Correspondents’ Headquarters in 
France,” the special correspondent of 
the London Times reviewed the situa- 
tion in this impressive seatetice: “It is 
no time for boasting, but rather for 
prayer.” “Let us the significant 
words and daily at the family altar, if 
nowhere else, play our part as interces- 
sors for our land. 


August 26 to September 1 
Mon.—Luke 6: 30-38. Christian Giving. 


Verse 38 is one of the texts which im- 
pressed and moulded George Miiller’s 
habit of giving. Hoarding is not the 
way to become rich:. 

“For the heart grows rich in giving, 

All its wealth is living grain; 
Seeds which mildew in the garner, 
Scattered, fill with gold the plain.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the Salvation Army in all parts 
of the world. Its ambulance work; its 
ministry with sick and dying; its home- 
like work in hostels for soldiers and 
sailors; its brotherly watchfulness of 
men on leave, and its general care of 
wives, relatives, and children of the men 
our. battles, 


Tues.—Luke 20: 45 to 21: 4. 
Generosity. Better Than Display. 

When the heart is aflame with love to 
Christ no thought of outward display 
enters into our giving. We give not to 
be seen of men, but because 

“Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


7 NI a laceaat 


Prayer Succestions: Pray to have 
grace to do all to the glory of God; for 
freedom from the paralyzing influence 
of “what men will say”; that the Lord 
would teach us that that only is accept- 
able to him which is given for his sake 
eve; for readiness to lay all on the 
altar. 


Wed.—2 Cor. ®: 6-15. Giving and Receiving. 


The liberal soul shall be made fat. 
They who sow blessings reap blessings. 
Giving that flows from the heart re- 
freshes and enriches the giver. They 
who share their gifts among their fel- 
lows have their own provision increased. 
“The Lord is able to give thee—much 
more than this.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
would grant peace and true comfort to 
all who are im distress, and that he 
would fortify our hearts in these days 
of testing; that he would graciously bless 
and sustain all those who are standing 
between us and the enemy and give them 
wisdom, courage, good success, and vic- 
tory. ; 


Thurs.—1 Chron. 29: 1-5. 
Gifts ‘of Wealth and Life. 

God’s royal bounty received into the 
heart and life produces generous and 
abundant giving. When the soul real- 
izes God’s free favor it abounds in lib- 
erality. David enjoyed the luxury of 
being prodigal in his giving, but since 
he had given himself, nothing could keep 
back his possessions. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for con- 
tinued financial support to be forthcom- 
ing fon all the missionary activities in 
distant lands; that in the urgent de- 
mands made to-day for our money we 
may not be deaf to: the demands of the 
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THE INSTITUTE ON THE HILLSIDE: 


Is a Great Training Camp for Defenders of the 
Faith, Heralds of the Cross, Ambassadors of God. 





‘oii for September r) AUGUST 17, 
THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE 
NYACK-ON-HUDSON 
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DO YOU KNOW THE GOOD TIDINGS ? 
Is the Bibl book to ? Is the wealth 
of its meadage of Lig t and Life and f Hope real? 





DO YOU POSSESS A BURNING .LOVE FOR SOULS? 





If you really 
souls, either at home or abroad, come to 


: Is os poate. mem of poor ie the wees and ssuctification of yen 5 Ae. = 
rue condition elplessness and misery, now and eternally, of every soul withou : 
have the call of God pt A want to learn ‘ew to omy the OOD TIDINGS to sin-sick 


‘ou awake to’ the 


THE MISSIONARY TRAINING CAMP ON THE HILLSIDE 





strained giving to the work of God. No 
earnest appeals, no impressive presenta- 
tion of the case. No! for their hearts 


moved. ‘The streams of voluntary de- 
votedness flowed: from within and all 
felt it to be a privilege to offer. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for whole- 
hearted consecration to God and his ser- 
vice; that no _ half-heartedness may 
mark our work for him; for the grace 
to put away-afl lukewarmness, and with 
holy abandon to be unreservedly at our 
Lord’s disposal. 

Sat.—2 Cor. 8: 7-15. The Gract of Liberality. 

Christian giving might not be so un- 
f were understood to be a 
“grace,” which is as necessary to culti- 
vate as faith, love, or hope. In order 
that there be- nothing lacking from the 


this grace also. It grows by -exercise. 


Praver Succestions: Let us earnestly 
pray for God’s ancient people. We must 
not cease to intercede on their behalf. 
We are told that Jewish life, on the re- 
ligious ground, is on the decrease. In 
the United States the provision for the 
spiritual needs of the Jews is meager 
indeed. Remember our debt to Israel. 
Sun.—1 Tim. 6: 9-19. 

The Right Use of Wealth. 

Scarcely one in a thousand knows how 
to distribute his wealth aright. The 
only way to make riches secure is to 
depositethem with God by being “rich in 
good works.” Of itself money is of no 
account; it is valuable only because of 
what can be done with it. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
distribution of God’s Word by the Bible 
societies, Scripture Gift Mission, Pocket 
Testament League, the Y. M. C. A., and 
other agencies working among our sol- 
diers and sailors at home and abroad. 
Most encouraging reports come to hand 
of great spiritual results attending this 
most blessed work. 


New Yorx City. 








were stirred, and therefore they were} 


life and character we must aboufd in, 








Write for Catalog. NYA N. Y.: OPENS SEPTEMBER wee 

ficing missionaries who have given ; ° ) 

their all. What is sin? 

Fri—Exod. 35: 20-29, Freewill Offerings. a ee ey pe 
What a remarkable display of unre- page 1194 of the 


Scofield 

Reference Bible 
- Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Helos at all the hard tl the 
cur. Dr. Seobeld $ are yaaa 
to a Bible study course. 4 
New Edition. 2 moi 34 Styl AO 

Ney Wa Be wapB meet ggye Ae bor 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - New York 


Rally! Rally! Rally! 


Farsighted officers realize how important it isto 
make ar efforts to bring the Sunday School to- 

ether after the summer vacations, In these war 
times, ‘to neglect ‘Rally Day: will be suicidal as’ well 
as criminal, 


A WINNING FIGHT 
by C. Harold Lowden and others 


isa eurvige that meets the Gemihads of — times. * It 
i te program and wi ove a real inspiratio’ 
> yee pabead. Prices, oy Use the dozen; $3.25 
the hundred, not prepaid; $3.50 the hundred, post- 
paid. -Can you afford NOT to use it ? 

THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Sts. Phitadeiphia, Penna. 


THE CALL TO THE COLORS 


is peculiarly appropriate FOR RALLY DAY 

A complete service of Song, Recitations, Exercises 
and Flag Drills, exemplifying Loyalty to God and 
Country. OVER THE TOP is another service 
equally attractive. For 10 cents a complete copy 
of each will be mailed to any address. 


Tallar-Meredith Co., 265 West 36th St., New York, N. Y. 


CORDON 


A vocational Religious College and 
Graduate School for the develop- 
ment of Christian leadership in 

. mission field, and 

































Glendale College o_isniale, Obie 


Catalogue and information sent upon application. 
Thoroughness, broad Culture, and efficiency insured. 
through ample equipment and large Faculty. 








WILLIAMS PIANOS 
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Williams Piano & Organ Co., Desk T -Chicaga 
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Lord’s work. Pray for the self-sacri- 
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Missionary. Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each; 
Junior and Senior. . 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, ro or more 
copies, r5 cents each, not postpaid; 50 copies, 
ro cents each, not postpaid. 
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